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Officers and llen of the Battalion:

With the end of the war in Europe comes an opportunity to look bacl over
our expericnces of the past months. Somewhat over ten months ago we landed on
the beach in Hormandy and moved directly into action - it was a great day, one
for which we had trained long and hards In the subsequent moaths of action you
did your job magnificently, You pursued the "hun" across Frince, forcing him
out of position after position, You played an important part in the reduction
of the heretofore impregnable Fortress of letz, You did much to hold the line
during the dangerous days of the Ardennes Bulge, Finally in March, the green
li~ht for attack came on and once again you took off after the enemy. The
part played by this hattalion in the hattle of the Saar-Moselle-Rhine Triangle
was great, You were constantly the foremost art’llery unit on the front, You
had a big part in the successful action which forced the "hun" back across the
Rhine, after which you pursued rapidly, chasing his remmants back into the laps
of our Russian allies, cast of Chemnitz, A quick change of dircction with a
long march, moved you into position to drive into the very heart of the vaunted
"Final itedoubt,! which was to he the '"huns" final defense position, During
this swashing drive this battalion was constantly in the foreground, surprising
and confusing not only the eneny, but, in the words of our Group Commander,
"surpr.sing and amazing our own bupported units by the rapid displaccments,
which often out-maneuvered our own light battalions, to arrive when you were
neecded long before it was considered possible for you to get thorel!

My personal pride in this organization is heyond expression, Your great
acconplishments have heen possible only throurh the constant unwavering coop=-
eration, devotion to duty, and will to win of cvery olficer and man of the
battalion, 7he support given to me as your comianding officer has been un-
hesitating and constant, For all of this I wish to express my deepest appreci-
ation, 1y proudest privilege is that I can say, "I commanded the 20Lth Field
Artillery Battaliong"

g # -7 7 s
rolevyega X7, Yy, w.—-:(('x
. VINIAN L YUII,7E/
Lt Cal FA 7/
co



12 July 19hk SWANAGE, ENGLAND D plus 3‘6

At 0800 this date, the Battalion moved out of the billets at Swanage for
the marshalling areas At 0952 the Battalion arrived at the marshalling area
at ROMSEY, ENGLAND where men were fed,rations were givem out, and all English
money was shanged to francse Men were guartered in tents, but not for long,
at 1930 the Battalion Commander received the orders to move Headguarters, "AM
and "BY Battery to the P,0.E. with "C" and Service Babtery to follow later un-
der a different serials. The first serial arrived at Southampbon at 2200. All
vehicles were pulled into the loading dock for the nighte The second serial
consigting of WC" and Service Battery left the marshalling area and arrived ab
Pier 103, loading being started immediatedly.

13 July 194k SOUTHAMPTON, BNGLAND D plus 37

Loading was completed on the DAVID STARR JORDAN at 1800 and the loading of
the SS LOUIS MARSHALL was completed abt 0600, Both ships were away from thelir
docks that night and into anchorage to join the morning convoye

1L July 19kl AT ANCHORAGE AT SOUTHANMPTON D plus 3B

At 0700 ‘thie DAVID STARR JORDAN joined the convoy, bub went aground while
entering the needle chamnels The $$ LOUIS MARSHALL joined the morning convoy
at 0730 and sailed for Utah Beach, arriving at 1600. The first serdal was not
doing so well = at 1600 tugs tried to remove the DAVID STARR JORDAN from the
sandbar withoul success,

15 July 154k ENGLISH CHANWEL D plus 39

The DAVID STARR JORDAN was free frowm the sandbar at high tide with the help
of tugs and returned to anchorage in the ouber harbore Service and UG! Batter=
ies arrived at concentration area "B!" at 1800 and moved to Bricquebac, France,
coords 3083~308.¢

16 July 194k " ENGLISH GHANNEL D plus Lo

The DAVID STARR JORDAN was delayed in sailing by fog, but stoamed out of
the ouber harbor at 2205 and into convoy wider extremely foggy conditionss

17 July 1944 BNGLISH CHAMNEL D plus L1

The DAVID STARR JORDAN lost the convoy after being farced from position by
passing ship abt 0230, then dropped anchor 10 miles out at sea for escort to
arrive at 0310, The JORDAN joined the morning convoy at 0700 and dropped an=

cgor at Utah Beachead after a foggy trip during nine oub of eleven howrs at
1000,

18 July 194 UTAH BEACH, FRANCE D plus 42

Fifteen men from the unloading crew were taken from a duck aboard the ship
to start the unloading at 1115, The first barge load landed at ?h tide at
2330 and arrived & the broop concentration area "B%, field #29 at 0100s The
second barge load remained abt the beach while the third barge load remained on
the JORDAN because of air alert,

19 July 194k UTAH BEACH, FRANCE D plus 43

1725Unload:i.ng complete at 1620 and remaindexr of units dlosed in Field #29 at
* r



20 July 194 BRICQUEBEC FRANCE D plus Lk

The Battalion,less #C" and Service Btrys. left the assembly area NW of
Bricauebec France, Coord: 3683-2065 arriving at 2117, where they were met by
nGM and Service Birys, who had abont given the rest of the Beshtalion uwp for
lost, eithsr dead, woundsd, or missing. The Battalion Commzncer received order
to report to the Artillery Offizor of the Third Army and on Lis ¢rdars report~
ed to the Commanding General orf the B8th Corps irtiilery, Orders were received
to report to the Commanding Efficer of the 196th FA Group, Col. Roberis,

21 July 19Ll4 BRICQUEBEC FRANCE D plus L5

The Commanding Officer of the Battalion reported to the Commanding
Officer of the 196th FA Group where orders were received for the first
position to be occupied by this Battalion in combat. Reconmnaissance of the
position was begun by the Battalion Commander and @ rty in the area below
Carentan, France at 08L0, Pvt, York Zetterberg, Btry. "C" was the first
casualty of the Battalion, by accidentally discharging his carbine while
cleaning his carbine in his pup tent. :

22 July 194k CARENTAN FRANCE D plus Lb

The Battalion oceupied its first combat position South of Carentan,
France, Coords 362-799 at 1200 this date. The first mission fired was a
bage point registration from the Bn Air 0.P. Pilot~ Lt. Smith and the ob-
server was Lt, Morefield, The honor of firing the first round on foreign
soil in combat went to Pvt. Edward Curtis, No, 1 man of Se¢, 3, Btry, "B"
at 1730 and the miasion was completed at 1745, Missions fired this date
were 20 harrassing missions and one counter battery mission. Rounds expend-
ed this date 103.

23 July 19hk CARENTAN FRANCE D plus L7

Inemy aircraft were over the area to-day, one of which drew fire from
the 55 AAA unit attached to the Battalion. A picture show was in progress at
the time, there was a mad dash for cover at the sight of the first enemy plane

Two enemy batteries were located by the air OP and fired upon, reports
from observer, Capt Prior, showed the battery was well hit and neutralized.

Missions fired this date:

10 Enemy Birys 99 rds,
1 Enemy Pill Box 37 rds.
1 Fnemy Machine Gun Nest 8 rds.
1 Enemy Mortar Platoon 12 rds.
1 Base Point Registration 15 rds.
1 Check Point Registration 3 rds.

Roundg fired this date IT73 rds.

2h July 194k CARENTAN FRANCE D plus L8

Fnemy 88 mm Artillery fire fell 500 yards over "C" Btry., at 0200~
twelve rounds of artillery fire (est. 88 mm) fell en the road junction just
over the Battalion C.P. where Sgts. Morris and Gentry were repairing lines,
No casualties. Enemy planes dropped flares ever "C" Btry. position at 2350,
but ne bombs were dropped.

‘ Missions fired this dates

8 Harrassing Missions 31 rds,
26 Counter Battery 26 rds,
22 Interdiction 22 rds.

1 Registration L rds,

1 Preparation 39 rds,

Rounds fired this date 27 Tds.



25 July 19hL GARENTAN, FRANGE D plus L9

Enemy Aireraft dropped flares ovar the battalion area at 0125 and drew
heavy machine gun and ack-ack fire from the AAA unit with the Babtalione Wi
hour for the big attack in the wastern sector preceded by 2000 medimn bombers
ang heavy artillery fire on German AAA positions. . "H® howr and the abtack was
on; the sky was filled with the drone of motors of the bombers and the noise
of the bursbting bombs. Dust from the impact areca of the bombing drifted back
Yo the position area as a cloud or fog, this attabk continued until 1100 hours.
Two Forts and Two Libs were seen hit and fired on by the German ack—acke Reports
from the forward observers stated that the first volley from the Batbalion's
fire has set fire to either an ammo or gasoline dumpe Prisoners brought from
the front said that the imerican artillery fire was devasbtabing and feared by
the Germanse

¥issions Fired thils date:

Counter Battery i:

2
ALA Bbry 2
ase Point Adjustment 1
Enemy Tarks Al
Total rounds fired this date 205
26 July 1944 CARENTAN, FRANCE D plus 50

"H" hour for the attack in the northern sector was preceded by heavy artill-
ery and bombing preparations for the attacke The Battalion continued the mission
vwith the 196bh FA Growp, reinforcing the fires of the 8th Corps Artillery.

Missions fired this dabe:

Preparations 26
Interdiction 3
Countor Battery 7
Occupied Houses 3t
Mortar Positions 4
Tobtal rounds fired this dabe 431
27 July 1oLl CARENTAN, FRANCE D plus 51

Eneny artillery fell in the northern scctor most of the day today, but none
fell in the area of the Battalion. Due to the lack of ground OP's the air pate
rol was constant by the pilots of the Ln Section of the Dattalione The Batba~
lion Commander inspected all of the Biry posibions this date and made recommnende
atkons for the imphovement of positions,

Missions fired this date:
1 Base Point Regidration 9 rounds
28 July 19Uk CARENTAN, FRANCE D plus p2
The Battalion Cormander and his party went on Reoon for new positions in
the 'Y’J.Glnl’by of Raids, France at 0930 this date. The Battalion received Close
St:‘a.twn Farch Order at 1240 and moved to the new position inSthe vieinity of
Raids wnder the Battalion Ex O and closed on the new positions at 130. Base
Point Registration was completed by the use of Air OP. £
Missions fired this date:

Base Point Reogistration 9 rounds



29 July 19Lb RAIDS FRANCE D plus 53

The Battalion Commander and the Commanding Officer of the 196th Field
Artillery Group reported to Army Headquarters at 1000 hours for briefing on
the situation, returned at 1208, The Battalion Commander left the Battalion
Arca with the Group Commander to pick positions in the area of San Sauveur
Lendelin, The Battalien Ccmmander enroute to meet the Group Commander, after
the positions had been picked, had his 3/l ton € & R Car blown up by a teller
mine, The vehicle was destroyed but the cnly casualty was cne quart of Black
and ¥hite Scotch Whiskey which was being saved for an occasion. A mine sweep-
ing detail was sent back to the scene of the mishap to salvage what was left
of the radio and the personal effects of the people that were in the vehicle,

The Battalion was notified this date of a change in command, the change
was from the 196th Field Artillery Group to the 202nd Field Artillery Group.
one hour later the Battalion was notified of change to 174th Group.

‘ Missions fired this date: None

30 July 19LL St SAUVEUR LENDELIN FRANCE D plus 5k

After a meeting of all of the Battery Commanders the Battalion moved
out of the positions in this area to a rendezvous area in the vicinity of
Quettreville, Arriving at 1230, Capt Ellsworth discovered a new type German
"S" mine under one of the apple trees and probed around for it with his

trench knife, Under orders received from the Group Commander the Battalion
Comnander and Reconnaisance party moved nut to pick positions in the
vicinity of Oncteville,France, The Battalion moved out of the positions in
the vicinity of Quettreville and closed in the new positions at 1835, At
about that time the Battalion Commander received orders from the Cormanding
General of the 8th Corps for further reconnaissance at 1900 hours, the re-
connaissance was completed at 2250 hours and the parties returned to the
Battalion position,

Missions fired this date: None

31 July 19Lk LINGREVILLE FRANCE D plus 55

The Battalion Commander and party were away on reconnaissance at 0700
and arrived in the area of Lingreville at 3820, New orders were received by
the Battalion Executive Officer for further reconnaissance and were carried
out by he and the Battalion L.N.0, after calling the Battalion Commander by
radio to the effect, While on reconnaissance the Battalion Commander and
party captired 9 German prisoners in the position arca and turned them over
to the Infantry in the area. The Battalion Commander and party departed the
arez to meet the Battalion S-2 in the city of Folligney and returned to the
Battalion area at. 1650.

At 2130 hours the Battalion thought that they had Adolph himself in the
area, Four low flying bombers straffed and bombed the area, heavy ack ack
fire went up but to no avail, 13 men from Btry "A" were wounded by 20mm ex-
plosive shells and one man from Btry "B" was wounded by bomb fragments. Btry.
np found a booby trap in the area, consisting of a flare pistol with wire
attached t o a charge, Orders from the Battalion Commander for the rest of
the night were to shoot anything suspicious moving in or near the battery
positions. The smell of the dead horses in the area was bad, the horses were
some that had been killed by our air force and belonging to the retreating
Jerries which were used for pulling their wagons and Artillery piecess The
plenes returned and continued to drop bombs until 2300 hours. AAA insisted
on firing and giving away the position of the troops to the bombers was re-
sponsible for the bombing and straffing, Passive Air Defense reccommended,

Missions fired this date: None



1 August 9Lk ' AUBIN~DES~PREAUT D plus 56

Ab 0830 tho Battalion Compander was ordered to report to Group HQe for
meebing and reconnaissance. Received instructions for change of Groupse Batte
alion assigned to 202nd FA Growp in general supprort of the T7th Division. Batt~
alion moved to the area of Aubin-des-Preaut, closing at 1310

Vissions fired this date: None.

2 Aupust 19hL AUBTN=DES-PRRAUT D plus 57

Today there was again a big change in orders. At 1308 the Battallon Comn
ander wenb on reconnaissance with Group Commanders bub was recalled by radio
and reburncd to old area. Orders were to displace next day, [Wo onamy para~
troopers, Signal Corps men, were captured by Hq Biry men, Cpl Holbrook and Cpl
Paxctone ; X

Five stray German paratroopers ran into the outpost of Btry "B". One rosis—
ted capture and died from .Ui5 cale. pistol wounds inflicted by Lt Flood. The
five Germans were holding a S/Sgt from the 8th Division, who, when the Germens
were halted by the guards, jumped into the nearcst fox-hole yelang, Shoot the
bastards, theyr'e Jerriest. Comrades dug a grave and performed a short ceremory
for the dead Germen, ending with "leil IHitlerv.

tissions fired this date: Nones

3 Avgust 19hh ST. GERMAIN ; D pius 58

Battalion Commander and parties to the 202nd FA Group area south of Avran-
ohes at 0540, vhile the Battalion under the Battalion Executive began began
march at O6L5 hours. The Battalion Cormander and parties with the Growp Oomm-
ander hit the road again on another reconnaissance for positiens in the viein-
ity of L'Beousse abt 1945. Inemy aircraft was over the arca at 2200s

Fissions fired this dd ey Hones

~

Iy Augutst 19hl ST. GERMAIN D ples 59

Orders weye received from the Group Comiander to look for Bbry. positions
in the area of Stu James. 2L German M% 109's wers spotted over the area abt
1345« At 13L0 the Bn was relieved from positions near St. Germain by 97hith FA
Bne The Bn pulled oub of positioms at 1600 hours and closed in new positions
2k miles west of St James, coord: 271-985 at 1815 hours, The Bn 00, Lil0, &
8-2 weroe called to VIII Corps ab 1840 and returned with instructions to all
BC!'s for movement $o new rendezvous area. ZEnemy plancs were over the area at
2230, drouping one bemb at 2315; no damaze or casualties.

' ' Missions fired this date: ione.

5 fugust 19k Vice PLELNE~FOUGERES D plus 60

As in the past few days the Bn CO and party went forward ith advance ekem—
onts with instructions to the Execs Officer to follow in about an hour v th the
Bn 00, and left for new positionsaieaiat 0750 fBlldmed. by tho-Bn undor Exoc.
Officer at 0315« Bn closed in area vic. Pleine-fougercs at 0913. ‘The Bn GO
and party went on Recon. at 1800, returning at 2000.

: Missions fired tids date: Nonae

6 hugust 19Nk Vic. PLEIWE~FOUGERES D plus 61

Eneny dlancs wore over the 202nd Group air strip bombing and strafing at

0130, wo Group pilots were slightly wounded. Wounded pilots wore brought teo
he Bn ald station and evacuaeted by ambulance at 02204 At 1200 another nsg to
displawe at once. At 1215 all Biries were on raod ready to move and lined wp
in order of marche Bn 00 and parties had left forward. At 1225, msg. to Bn
Bxec from Group: Dontt move-mwait furbher orders from 8th Corps - relaved to
Co by r&diO'

Dn LNC (Capt Com) to XX Corps for movement orders and S-2 to VIIT Corps
for orderse Road block delayed msgr movement to Corps, caused by ccllision of
gasoling truck and tank, causing large fire. Ammo in tank bursting caused cons
cern~soundod like small arms fighte S~3 and assts S~3 went on raod recon. a-~
romd tovm, found routbe

B



around road block and returned, Change of assigmnment: Battalion loaned to XX
Corps and ordered to report vicinity of Vitre. Battalion Co and party moved
out of rendezvous area at 2020 with the Battalion Exec., and Battalion moving
out at 2030. A change of Groups was ordered, from 202nd FA Broup to 195th FA
Group. Battalion CO and party arrived vicinity Vald'Ize at 2050, Battalion
closed in above area at 2300.

Missions fired this date: None

7 August 19Lb VITRE FRANCE D plus 62

The Battalion CO and parties went on reconnaissance in the vicinity of
Vitre at 1255 for positions for a wide spread and close defense of the Battalion
The Bn. under the Bn, Exec, departed the same location at 1400 and arrived in
the location at 15L0. During the day therc were various meetings of the Staff
of the Group and the Bn., Staff members. There was organization of an inter
perimeter defense. Motor patrols with heavy machine guns were organized and
patroled the roads around the area.

Missions fired this date: None

8 August 19LhL VITRE FRANCE D plus 63

The Bn. CO reported as ordered to the Commanding General of the XX Corps
concerning our operations with the 195th FA Group and with the 5th Inf, Division
Two men from the Bn, were lost this day frommthe action of enemy planes
on the night of 31 July 19k,
Missions fired this date: None

9 August 194k VITRE FRANCE » D plus 6éh

Enemy planes were low over the Bn, early in the morning but Bn. was not
located and they committed no hostile acts, This date the Bn. was attached to
the 5th Inf. Division to reinforce the fires of the Sth Division Artillery in
the Angiers sector., The Bn. closed in the area NW of . Angers to await orders
to move into firing positions, All the Battery locations were picked by the Bn.
CO0 and party by 1943 and the Bn., was te move into position under the cover of
derkness at 2400 hours, The Bn. moved into firing positions &t 2LOO hours, there
was no registration that night but plans were made for early morning registration.

Missions fired this date: None

10 August 194k ANGERS FRANCE D plus &5

The Battalion closed into the position area at 0145 hours, West of
angers (7h2797) and were registered by the FO of the 5th Inf Div at 0800,
Forward observers from '"A" and "C" Birys were attached to the 10th Inf, gggt. e
Lt Morefield to the Loir River brifgehead and Lt Hoover—-to~Pruniers (781763). -
Lt Morefield received a commendation for the Battalion for the apcurate-fire -
of the Battalion in support of laying the bridge acrass the Laixr-River.

Missions fired:

1 Bgse Point Registration 8 rds,
3 MG and Mortar Emplaseements L49 rds,

2 Interdiction 64 rds.
2 Bridge Targets 120 rds.
1 BEnemy Strong Point 30 rds.

Rounds fired this date ~ 267 rds.



11 August 1944 ANGERS FRAMNCE D plus 66

lisg reecived from 5th Div Arty: Initiate Recon at onse, Bn Commander and
his party moved through the city of Angers with the forward Infantry and picked
positions across the Loir River in South Ansers, lMecting place of the Pn Come
nmander and the Btry commanders rcccived a hoavy shelling by cnemy 88's forcing
the partics to pick positions in arca £00 yards further south, At this time
the Bn under the Bn Ex officer was already on the road and crossing the river,
A vory hasty job of picking posit*ons vas arcompjvohpd and Rtrys moved into
position upon crrival, !oved dato position at 1510, Enemy plancs were over
the arsa at 1830, Enciyy artilicry landed in the battalion arca between 2220
and 2250,

M1351ons fired this dato:
1 Basc Point Registration 22rds

8 Interdiction fircs 99rds
18 tarrassing fires 116 rds
12 fugust 19LL 63 LTLES 5 O LONTSURS D plus 67

The Bn continued harrassing firc and callcd fircs from the forward obscrvers
Capt Prior obsorved and fir«d on cpnomy tenks across the Loir river destroying
same, At 1525 Officer Couricr from Y. Corps Arty orderced detached from the Sth
Div Arty and returned to XX Corps control at 1525,

The Bn under the M CO moved out of the ™ arca at 1725,.~--Clcarcd the Rast
bridge at 1800 honrs, The Bn CO and party moved ahead of thu convoy leaving
tho convoy in charge of the In executive, The CO and party rcached the rendez=-
vous arca at Montsors 872418 with the Bn closing same area at 2000, liessage
from the CO 195th FA Gp to the Bn CO: lovs into position tonizht, Time of
order 210, Orders were later changed to Reen only, The M CQ and party moved
out of position arca on recen, and were mct by the Gp representive at 2210,
Orders wcre to return and awal’ further ordcrs.

Missions fired 16 rounds harrassing.

13 August 19LL 1% miles S of EVRON D plus 68

At 0010 the Bn received orders: love to new position, The Bn CO and
partics reported to CO 195th Gp at 0200 hours. The Bn under the Ba executive
noved out of positlon at 0200 hours, cleared the releasc voint at 0235 and
closed in position 1 miles S of Evron at 0315, Radio commundcations werc
kept during the operitlon.

Col Clark, CO of thc 195th TA 6p arrived in the Rn CP at 0653 with orders
and plans for the displacement on call, The Bn CO and the S-3 went on Reen
at 0715, FO "C" and FO "B" reported to the CP of the 313 -FA Bn 80th Div Arty,
The artillery CP was to move ah.ad of the artillery colum in march formation,
with cnery contact iLiminent in the drive nooth to close the Falaisc Gap. The
Bn CO and party reported to the Gp CO that the mission of Recn had huen come
pleted, They were informed that the Gp CO had erroncously assigned the wrong
area to the Bn, Correct area was received and the Bn CO and party start.d Reen
at 1418, which was complete at 1500, Orders from officer Couric® irom the XX
Corpse The In CO and party rcturned to the old position area to await further
orders, (1605) At 1645 the Bn GO v s ordered out of the Bn and ordered to re-
port to the representive of the XX Corps at a point 15 miles E of Le lMans,
arrived at 1900 and met the rcrresentive of the Y Corpse The Bn under the Bn
executive really moved out of tho pogltlon area aftcr a long day of SHNAFU and
arrived in the picked position zrea l~ miles W of laixent at 2000 hours, Btry
"Cr was ordered to position in the vieinity of St Jean as an Anti Tank Battery
by order of ¥X Corps Artillery officcr,

o



1 fugust 194 . MATXENT ¥RANCE D plus 69

3 enemy ME 109!'s wore over the 2a arca straffing the roads in the Bn area,
They made no passcs at the Bn positions hut flew over low may times keeping
all men on the ground =znd under cover, The Bn CU visited Btry "C" at St Jean
whoere the Btry is fulfilling the task of anti tank Btry for thc ¥X Corps. Inter
-perimiter defense s seb up in the ™M arca and was coordinat:d vith Cp plan,

15 August 1944 AUBIN des ROIS FRANCE D plus 70

At 0802 the Bn commandcr reccived orders to report to Gp Hq immediately.
Reccived informatlon as to the change of mission from Genor:l support of the
80th Div which was heading north to close the Falaise Cap to the Tth Armored
Div which was moving south in the vicinity of Paris, Reconnaissance was made
in the designated arca of Author du Porche, The Bn CO and party waited in
that arca for further orders, Orders were roceived to rele further reconnais-
sance at once, The battalion moved to the now picked positions while the 2n
commandcr and party moved forward to pick positions., On this reconnaissance,
pactics capltured 8 German prisoners and turned thom over to the Amcrican Mili-
tary Authoritics without receipt, The party picked gun positiouns in the vicine~
ity of Ciatray about 5 miles from the town of Chartres, The M1 on the road
traveling to the new positions had only onc SNAFU when the Exce officer of the
1954 FA Gp turhed Ho Btry on the wrong road, Thu ™ commandcr and party came
along in timo to turn tho situation and reroutid [ig Birv to the correct positisn
area, The entire Bn closed the now position arza at 2010,

Missions fired: ‘one

16 fugust 19hk CINTRAY FRANCE D plus 71

Lt Langham, Bn Asst S-2 ~djusted the battalion on a proup of German Infan~-
try dug in a woods on a knoll N W of Chartres., Enemy inlantry was neutralized,
C 0 of the 7th Armored Div complained that the P was shooting up his troops and
requested we cease five, Investigation showed that the shelis fromthis Bn were
falling 300 yards from the Armored.

The CO an? the Reen party went looking for positions in the vicinity of
Amilly in the flat plains ¥ W of Chartrcs, but the onemy had not yet bucn clear~
ed from all pockets in that arca, no fricndly infantry wore in front of the Bn
position, The Bn moved forward 500 yards to new locatlons within sight of the
occupied city of Chartrcs, The Bn S-2 encountered ‘o French civilians 6 miles
West of Chartres who turncd out to he two American [lycrs, lst Lt John J Meade
2L8-5L, G0th Dr “ellerose L I, N Y, and 2nd Lt John D Ronnin, Hotel Baltimore,
NYC N Y. Both of the men were of the 80lst Prov, Gp 850th Squad, who were shot
down over Paris on the Lth of July 194l and were on their way through the lines
via Paris =~ Chartres, The men were turned into the Corps G-2 at 1752 this date.
Lt ILanghaiy, Pvt Bubrouski, and Pvt Cannizzarro with the aid of Capt Hiles of the
attached AiA Dn eaptured 37 encmy EM in the arca that the hattalion firea on the
strong point this datc at 0930, Prisoncrs were a mixture of Poles, Austrians,
Czecls, and Gormaen and were gengrally of low calibre soldier, The prisoners
stated that the officcrs of the unit had left the day bufore in rud-cross veh-
iclcs. One spoke Enclish and said that they had hecn under our fire that day
rnd said the Flack (meaning our time fire) was terrible, A search in the arca
revealed 12 enemy dead, and abandoncd and destroyed materiel consisting of L
88mm PAK L1 AT puns, 12-20mm AA guns, 3 concrute emplaced AT guns, L MG Skoda
Czech models, lhesvy mortar and numerous small arms and automatic weapons, plus
2 2% ton vchicles which wore taken and used in the battalion, and several half
tracks complete with AA weevons.

This Ante Lt Yoruficld reported to the infantry in Chartres as FO for the Bn,
Missions fired this date: 1 enemy stromg point: 78rds,

-



17 August 194L Vic CHARTRES FR.NCE D plus 72

The Bn still occupied its position in a large flat field on the out-
skirts of Chartres, There was no cover at all in the position arca and the
Btrys vicre well spread for protection, The CG and S-2 of the XXth Corps
Arty were into the Ba CP and were dirccted to the former CGerman strong point
for an inspection of thc arca, Btry "C" took one prisoncr this date, the
prisoner was one of the rcmaining mcn of the strong point still at large,

Lt Morefield scnt urgent message into the Bn C2 to the effect that he and
his party were under heavy Arty both friendly and enemy coming~ in from all
directions, OSnipers were still at large in thc city but the work of moping
up is moving fast,

Two German prisoncrs were taken today hy 1i/Sgt DeVrics, Tech Sgt Koons,
and Tec 5 Camning of Hq Btry and a frightencd Ord officer who was on a survey
of the cnemy guns at the positicn., Some wild shooting was encountered come
ing from the French FFI. Both prisoncrs were treated 2t the Bn aid station,
one for wounds in the arm and the other for l1ip bruises and cuts from the
butt of someones gun, The Ord officer whon asked if he wanted to return to
the strong point said that he had secn enough.

Yissions fired--1 encmy strong point--L6rds.

18 August 194k Vic CHARTRES FRANCE D plus 73

There vwas no change in the situation of the Bn this date., There were
no missions fired. The Rn S-2 went on forward Recn for new routes, The
route was through sniper infested arcas which had to he cleared hy the eng-
incers bofore the return route could he taken,

19 kugust 19ith Vic CHARTRES FRAVCE D plus 74

The Bn received orders this cdate as to the change of cormmand from the
195th FA Gp to the 193rd FA Gp. The ™ CO received orders to report to the
CO of the 193rd FA Gp for Recn of position 2nd move around the outskirts of
Chartres to follow the /Armor Div. On the Recn the Bn CO and party discover-
ed 7 large amount of wrecked and abancdoncd equipment and vehicles at the
Chartres airport that had been pounded by the Allicd Lir Forces, the French
in the area who were nlrsacdy stripping the vehicles werc ontranked to the
tune two silver oak leaves, scven cigarcties and one packoge of gum, Come-
ments from the CO "It was not a case of outranking but strictly a purchase,”
Close station march order was given the Bn at 1116, The I closed the
position arca at 1315, There was no firing most of the tine was spent in
cleaning and care of material, 411 the vehicles that were taken in the area
included one Lincoln Zepher, one Plymouth, one llercury sedan,

The first days association with thce CO 193rd FA Gp was not so good,
The CO was very unhappy in regards to the tuking of the enemy vehicles and

he was not allowed any of thc vehicles., A1l of the vehicles were given a
coat of 0D pzint and allied morkings painted on,

20 August 1944 2.1 MIIES N E OF CHARTRES D plus 75

There :as no activity around the Bn arca this date, the day was spent
in bathin - for men, cleaning and care of vehicles, and gencral care of all
equipment there were no missions fired this date,

iy -



23 August 194L Vic SATNVILIE FRNCE D plus 76

The Bn CO reported to the Gp CO at 0645 on Reen and rcturned to the Bn
at 0730 with the closa station march order, The Bn moved out onto the road
in re = of the slow nmoving 5th Infantry Div and Tank Destiroycrs in combat
mrrch, The CO ~nd S-3 had designatod the town of Aunsau as the mecting
place for the Bn 2nd the CO went forrard in head of the infantry to pick
positions for the ni~ht and nizht occupation. The Ba closed in the Vie of
Sainville at 21L7 with -uns in position., No missions fircd this date,

22 August I9hL E.ST OF ETALPES D plus 77

The Bn 5-2 ¥s relieved as thc IN officer at the S5th Inf Div. The Bn

forward party movcd out of nosition on Recn in the vieinity of Etampes but
returncd on orders Ifrom the IN officer at 5th Inf Div. The hattalion moved
out of position at night ond were moving to now 3reca in the vicinity of
.rbonne, Franco whin they were moved off the road by the CO of the Sth Div
Combat team who was given the pitority on the roads. The 3n Commander and
party had picked the position in the arce of ‘rhoane it had to sit and
wailt for the Bn %o 2rrive. The ni~sht "mms viry black and occrpation of pos-
ition was very difficult, Recn was complete at 2349,

23 :ugust 19LL Vie ARROMINE F. NCE D plus 78

tfter 2 very hectic night the ™ closcd the position arca nt 0215 and
settled for the night. The ™M area was ouiposted against possible enery
nttacks At 0905 the Bn received orders to move to the vieinidty of Miliy
and to pick positions in that arcr, The Btry Cormanders arrived in the
chosen area 2t 1319, just in time to hear the radio order for the Bn Corm-
ander to further his reeonnaissance in the arca of St Martineirbonie, 11
positims wera picked in that arer 'nd thoe ™ noved into comhat positions
in U .t area which vms leczted 6 ailes W of Fomntainblezu, Prance, Two
Russitn former Cutnman PW's wers turncd over to the Bn §-2 f'or intorrogation
and wore tnmed over to the Mmerican (dlitarr ‘uthoritics. The Bn experi-
enced 2 very hard rain that nighi, in f2¢t it rnined Cuts 2nC Dogs. The
ncxt morning most of the men woke up with a poodic in bed with them {Corney
Gag thru courtesy of 1Lt lcKinney, Riry B.)

Ho missions fired this date.

@l Jurust 1944 Vic FOUHT TIIE..J FRANCE D plus 79

- At 1221 the Ba Comr.mader redeived orders from tho CO 193rd PA Cp to
report fer reconnaissance, DEnroutc the party stopped at the CP of the 19%h
Field ,irtillery Bn of the 5th Div, Orders were received from them that the
3n w2s to reinforce the fire of the 19th ) Bn who was in cirect. support

of the 11lth Combat izme The fight was for the city of Fountainhleau and
the Pn 'ras orderecd %o move into posiiion 2s soon 25 possiblc anc support
building of +he hridie ~cross the Seins River., The occupation of position
was the fastest on record, 411 the spescd laws on the ronds in the city were
hroken as ihe D T drivers poured it on moving into position, The order to
the Ba Txce officer was given 2t 1430 and the occupation ms corplete at
1535 at the race *r-ck in the city of Fountoinhleau. Captain Prior fired
the first base point registration from that position. The YUILLE Groupment
18 formed by order of GG I Corps this date nnd consisted of the 204th Fa
Bn and the 949th F.L Bn,

issions fircd his date: 2 B? Sen 35 rds
1 Znergyr Inf Assembly 17 rds

2 Counter RBiry 21 rds

1 Encmy tank 71 s

fotal rounds “ired 1) rds



25 August 9Lk Vic FOUNTAINBLEAU FRAKCE D plus 80

The Bne continued the mission of reinforcing the fires of the 5th Division
artillery in tho crossing of the Seine Rivers Tho bridge was cstablished across
the river and the 5th Division Artillery moved across the rivers Onc Bitry of the
Bne was alerted for a possible move across the rivers The Bne COs and thc Bne
S=2 crossed the river enroutc to the CsPa of the 50th I Bne to conbact LEO Corn
with the 50th FA Bne The CO of the 193rd Fa Group camc invo the 3n CePe with the
infoimation that thc Bn. W23-. to roevert back to Control as of 2230,

Missions fircd this date: ’

13 InSerdiction 106 rndse
1 Barrage 60 rindse
3 Enomy Tanks 65 rrndse
Total rounds fired 230 Tds
26 August 19Lh Vice FOUNTAIN BLEAU FRANCE D plus 81

Encmy planes werc over the Bne. arca in force abt 0300 but commited no hostile
act and werc not fircd one The Bne roccived orders to malke plans for a possible
moves The route was rceceived and roubc reconnaissance was made by the Bne S=2
hut the route was changed gnd a Officer Couricr was sent to XX Corps for the ncu
route and the possiblce time of movee The Bne CO made the protest to the Group GO
against a night move and reconnaissance ab night but it was to no availe The e
moved oub in cdlum at 201li. The Bne column was moved off the roud ab the
pontoon bridge over the Scine river by the MPs with priority instructicas for
the Bne to move affer 15 hour waits

Hq Btry and 3% Btry closcd in the postition arca at 2L00 but the remainder
of the colum was diverted towards Mclum affer crossing the river and lost
tompo¥arilly unbil contacted by radio by the Bne S=2e HBbrylts #CMei" ond Scrvice
closcd the Rez area ab 1300 hourse There were no missions firced this dabee

27 August 19L4L Vice Chabmnay=sur-SEINE D plus 82

The RO of Btry ®"C" on duby as LNO with the Growp arrivid at the Bne Cl.P.
writh information and the new plan of atback ab 0900 Ailr rcoomnaissance & tho
routc to be taken and the arca to be occupied was made by the Ba o GO at 7045
and returncd to the CePe again at 1255. The Battalion Commander gnd party wemb
forward on reconmnaissance and all batbteries were ordercd to prepare for
displacemente Closc station was siven to all batteries and ordercd to hit the
ronde The Bn o moved into position arca at 2150 Thewe werc no missioms fired
this d&tco

23 August 19Lh 1.2 Milcs HE BESTERNAY FR.NCE D plus 83

At 0015 the Bne C0s reported to the CO of the 193rd Fi Group for instructions
for #he ncxt operation. At 0800 thc Bne COe reported to the (0. of the 10th Infe
Ilege to make plans for thc displacaments The Bn e column pulled out on to the
road the first Bn o in the march of all of the Corps Artillery of thoe XX Corpse
The Bn ¢ COe arrived in rendezevous arca in vicinity of Bsternay and Hermite ab
2035, lidissions fircd this date: 3 Horrassing Missiong 28 rds oxpcndcde



29 august 19l Vice L3 BuIZEL FRANCE D #lus 8k
b 0120 an _cnemy pabrol iras spobbed in bue viciniiy of the Babbalion _

vivonac ‘area.-The pabrcl was first spobied in the arcz of the 19_)1" F.u Groe
A1l mwen wiere alerbed aadmanline ounncrs were ready bub could not fire boccuse
ol tho p*‘o:dni’cy of the fricndly troops. The patrol disperscd afber being
challang2de @ne first Sg’b S8 was capbur red and held until She babtelion was
ablc to turn him over to the Pdie.

At 0915 the Battalion Comaondor and party pulled out of the Bne arca with
the vabhalion right on ibs heel wader the babbal l on EXe at 09L5 6 Italian,
onc Armenion, cnd thres Germoan prisoncrs werce takon by the babtalion road

2

n

l

mo:':‘{c s wrhille on duty, directing traffic of -the t’oalicn on the roads AL
ton of the prisoncers were bturmicd over to the :".:_', ab 1205, Tic Batbtlion

clos od in g Pendcavous .roc aweiting further orders. The B“"'&t"llon Sommandcer

wasce called to the Comand Post of the 193rd for furthor crders 0T the

uros.\_Lng of the Mame rivers The Comanding Officer rebturned ot 2110 with the

word that the Battalion wwas to move vthe following daye

30 ;ufust 19l OF RETLS FRAHCE D plus 85
he Babtalion reccive: > Ha resdy o move b any vime afver 10CO

houro. A radio message was for the comanding Officer and his party

to report to the C()L;.lalldihg i of tho 193rd FJ Gpe ot once For ordors.

The Batbalion meved out of i ion with the Babtbtclion Comander and

Al Ba*&tf"rfy' Commanders in front of the columm. The trlp thru Reims was onc

ol the wosh dangerous joba me pCOpLe in tac cidy were vild with oxcifemont
of the 11 b; rabtions The peonl j"n’“ «4 the ssfwus and at timcs viowld not allow
our 7eiicics to passe Tt scoms thab the pcople were zable to lccabe the
kzicher:. trucks in the battalicn chlum and would £lme t overturn thems The
pcople in the city all express there opinion of thanks and were sorry that

‘tuxuv had nothing for tas troops to Jrir‘c, the jvmu.e,s had token everykhing
with them when the;. afte This was the bigzest and best walcome bhe bﬁutamlo*‘
had ¢cver scon, and will be long u,-”nbﬁ‘”d oy membe rs of this comannde Many

W

cf the wehiclus 11: the column vmrc, forced to s*mp ,1 clear the strcuts of
civilians so that they could pa e ero sif:g £ the Fzrne river was not

or Ghe crogsing was built for the
ies had lefts They had also removed all of the

n ¥ the charges thnt had been placed in bhome
After ohe trip thru the cit,v of nc Batbtalion pulled into bivouac in
a former battle ground of 1 1osing the position at 1735. Tho
Battalion rcceived a letter nf_‘ cozcndaticn -from the Camonding @encral of
the Third US amy for the stork of the XX Corps in the taiking and holding
of the bridgchead of the Seinc Rivers

as tonzh as as cxp ¢
FrorchFFL after tho 3
roadblocks in the tmm

31 iugust 1944 6 1, ELST OF REI¥S FR.NOA D

Log -‘- - ~ 3 - . 2= o EAPEE p

The batbalion was heﬁo. in rcuac area with orders o be
".l
i

Al wire commanicabions were token out dio cormnications maind:

Onc cneny plane was over the a®e2 ot ﬂb;»:.d noon to have a logt ot what was
in the 8reae In all bhe shoctbing shat resel (.d Sgt B¥ ries got hit by one
siug which did noth "": mere tnan B i left am ondg the right

~p.0s

leg, pus one larg'* haole in the

e commanding Cfficer and s
somc web equipment on ¢1.r 2e The st condry and coplcded vhen it
t throwing scall fragss The shell had hig Sg:,u DeVrics in ti:e loft clbow,
hln the ca ﬂmand cary, mnd went dovm the 1oft leg of 8gb DeVrigs who aftor i
of thc shooting pulled the slug cubt of xis pants leg. Lhﬂrtualion pulilcd
on to the road at 1939, The Datsalion Commender and all of the Babbery
“i

) the celumm as

d orders to b '\J\A.SS cverything on e reod and

sition as fast as possiblee Ab 2225 the Batbalion
near Joernoyr “'nc\,. There was no regisbration or

tio

ucmnandvrs moved $o the head
2150 tw Battalion recoive
hurry & thc picked pas
closcd inbo posibtion are
firing done from this po

D] SJ



1 Scptamber 194k Vic VARZINIES FRANCE D plus 87

Passed througll irsonnc Foxx naus babttleund of last world sbruggle
syrptons of which arc still in ovidunce, The forest is thick v;-ad_ proctically
inpassable excopt for the narrew road ruaning through ite Had tho cnony nob

o dofond this sechtory they could very well
have nede cur passage taroug hard indceds Docp trenches still crisse
ereoss tirougd p arca and old weapons, amos and cquipnment arc still upon the
grouncs 'h‘or'runz 7 dc unhamcered and was norc or less uneventes

ile)
ful, B L.tuo.ﬂrn c;oscd position Varcnness dlight cnony acrial actbivityy
baos and flores droppeds

been In complwe roub, ond

2 Sep er 194l V. CHERWUVILLE FRANCE ) D plus 88

Vacherauvilic, France ncar Verdune

Batbalion continued itts pilgrinage to V
cssad dicuse River , near Verdune One

During ccurse of Qs travel batbtalicn ¢
noted feabturc is the d:»;ifo;ucr* in, the flat mesa-like larnd has been
left behind and We are oaching rolling chalk aillse Position is closcd in
the riidstof those hills in what was fomorly an old battle grounds Dugeouts
cxtend far inte the sides «¢ { the hill and are occupied with nuordes of cther
nen from our land who oo there ANy yoars bcf:r\, on the same nission thatb
we arc now cngagede It is osur carncs’t hope that these tomb-like cobaconbs, will
never ag,"«:.n olay host to us or our suCCCSSCISe Ba’b"c.alion pitched camp anong
these grin rominders of other days, surrcunded by old shell lLicles, duds, o
rusted barb—ivire concertinase flarcs and bombs wcere cgain dreopped that night
by cnany circrafte

3 Septerber 194l V.ACHERAUVILLE FRANCE D plus 89
Bs:btalion, as wcll ws prac*bivall' all other units of the ui 1 imiy, ave

compulled to renain stabicnary because of lack of gasolince App arently, a crisis

has H"VOlopudo Copable 2s we are bto combinue cur pursuit of the cnuay, we arc

wable to do so with enpty zas tankse The day nsylf‘ is uncve ti‘ull x.c.vu“ 9

cncny alreraft made us motn:;r visit during the nisht but viere frighoencd away

by he v Ack=\ck firce

ly Septomber 19LL TACHERAGUVILLE FRANCE D plus 90

5 ‘Sceptemboer 19LL D plus 91
Battalion still nmobionliess, gas has not arriveds

6 Scptomber 194N ETATNE FRANCE D plus 92

At last, gg.s has arrived, we can move againe It is wenderful thak it hog
nodern warfare is helpless withoub it babttalion receiwved 04i0,0830 and
hit the roade Positions were closcd ncar 'j:tb:zlnc, Frence close by air extensi®c
german airficlde

‘7 Scptember 1944 Vic. BOULIGNY FR.NCA D plus 93

A4S Dbabtalion started it!s meve today, colum is attacked by 2 ME 109ts
flying low over the rood and st 1;3:1;\ Plancs arc Immediatcly chJ up by th
50 CAale HG's of the ba.ttJ.n.on "u« by tho Bofors and I: 51 Quads of the 45“>th
L4 wnits supperting the Bns A5 the conscquence of geod shooting both Gitsare
shot dovme There arc two more o i Maziss Once H"C.J raised their honds in the
sanc gesture that the chiidren in our country 4o ab school when they nust go
scnicwhere, and pledged to support thml’f”“’)r cven wr h their livesy, and vic,

t raincd to be crurtecous, nclpa,d thone Following this slight interrption we
continued the meve to the nuw bastalicn positions cast of Reuwlignye

8 Scpterber 19Lk PIENHSS FR.HCE D plus 94

0L400. Shcll fire ond spall arms and automabic weapons fire, SE of Bne
and is scomingly drawing ncarcrs 0800e TP message fron GPe 90th Division has
b con cttacked during the nizhte Commmmications with Division CP arc cubte Bhne
is ordercd to prepare for dof‘cmsc ana cvenbual wrhthdravaly 1G oatbosts were
immediately csocblisned, as weie basnoka ovﬁ:o sts and other precaw 1OAvrv
ostablishmentse 0700s First cnemy shell fire, zun slugs, 88 i and 105 rm, f2l18
necar Battalion arcas Inamy Sanks reported .pproavhh‘g battalion. Battorics
alerted and all precauticvns vakcnse From this tinme forword for seversl hours
VIS are very bus,f., Gonce ~rﬂ all thoughts of cverybhing clsce iic arc in o tight
spote During perioed 0730 te 1000 o oun I'G aunncrs and bazockas breught fire on
encny infant ry and armored wehicles with good effecte

o 13w



8 Sepbamber 194 (continued) ~ PIEIES FRaNCE D plus 9L

RO "C" battery with wire crow temporarily surrounded by enemy troops
succceded in withdrawing to Battalion positionss One man, wire Cpl Guerrero
captured while checking a line, was later rccaptureds He was well troateds
Inemy party ran into 90th Divisien Ammored troops, whercupon his captors, about
20 men, decided to surrender and sent their prisoner shead to give ccase firea
They were then captured. Our man was released and made his way back to the
Battalions BC of Btry "i", serving as 1’0 with a crew was pinned down temporarily
by machine gun fire. One main, Fay Bredsguard, was wounded in neck and chest.
They succeeded in withdrawing to a place which gave them a little cover where
first aid was adninistered until the Bn lied Det could arrive and dress the
wounds and take the man away on a lifter, ‘

At the end of the period reports indicated that the enemy force was the
106th Pz Gren Brig had attacked with armored and tank support. The attack was
a reconnaissonce in force to take and hold the high ground that the bat‘ca,:l.ion
was in position on. Effective Artillery fire from this battalion and other
neighbor battalions, and effective fire from some anti tankt weapons in the
area the attack was repulsed. The men of this Babttalion who had functioned as
infantry were responsible in knocking out the enemy halftracks and destroying
the personnels Great concern was felt for the Bn. LNO and his crew who were with
the 90th Division HQ, which had been surrounded and attacked during the night,
No .communication had been held with them since OLOO in the morning.

Two prisoners were btaken by Btry "A", but the highlight of the day
was vhen Lt Scott and Lt Miller who were on a mission in the plane, and
spotted a group of Jerries who when they flew over waved the white flage
Landing the plane they lined the enemy troops up and turned themover to the
infantryes In allthey had accounted for 30 enemy prisonerse

9 September 19L; BETTAINVILLZRS FRANCE D plus 95

The Battalion displaced to thc area of Bettainvillers with the mission
of reinforcing the fires of the 3l4lith FA Bn, and with further ordcrs that there
would be a displacement later in the day. The Battalion displaced at 1630 and
arrived in the vicinity of Trieux Irance. At 2150 the Batbalion received
infomation from higher headquarters that 200 German tanks were near Thionville
moving south toward Metz. No furthor word was heard of the tankse.

10 September 194k LOMMARANGE FRANCE D plus 96

Enemy planes were over the arca during the night but committed no
hostile act and was not fired on Ly the attached AAA unit. The Battalion
digplaced to the area in the vicinity of Lommarange and was registorcd soon
after 1300+ Fire missions this date included many counter battery missions
and enamy mortarse There was considerable enwuny activity inthis scetor, many
missions were fired on enemy persomnel and vehicless

11 September 194k BASSCOMPIERRE FRANCE D plus 97

The 90th Division kicked off again this morning, and from all reports
everybhing wasprogressing as planned. inform=tion received from the LN O of
the 3Llith FA Bn caused the Bathalion %o ioic praparabions to move but upon
direct order from the Commanding 0fflcer of the Growp the Battalion remaincd
in place until order from lim.

At 1337 the orderrs froca she Comranding 0Sficer of the Group came and
the Battalion displaced to the avea of B: rre; Irances Friendly
night fighters were over the area during oo Zoe ALL guards angd machine
gunners vcre informed not to firve on any air t uniess atbacked or if it
was definately proved that the pianc was eremy, The Battalion expended 356 rds
Ehis date on the foliowing targets: Pillboxes, preparations and Infontry in

e opcna

12 September 19l THIONVILLE I'RANCE D plus 98
13 September 19LL D nlus 99

The Battalion displaced to the arca of Thionville, I'rancc and in
Artillery range of the city of Thionviile. The eity of Thionville was laying
in the valley below us and from the position of the CP some of the artillery
fire was scen falling in the city. Somc of the forts of the city of Thionville
were visited by membors of T p




12 septemher 194} (Continued)  Thionville, France D plus 98

13 September 19iil; D plus 99

this battalion and were rezally impressed by the size of them, In the capture
of hill 300, this battalion was the only:ualt that was in position to deliver
effective fire, The Battalion layed down a rolling barrage and walked it up
the hill when the command cease firing came dowm, some of the enemy wanted to
surrender, A short time later the Tire was restmed and the hill was taken,

The Battalion Commander was sort of concerned about the expenditure of the
amwunition and upon calling the F,0. was informed that the Commanding General
of the 90th Div was screaming down his neck for the fire and being the only
Battalion in the area able to deliver firve the Iire was delivered as called
‘or, The OP's of the battalion continued to call for fire and were highly in-
sulted when they rere refused iire hecause of the shortage of ammunition, Ine-~
my tanlis guarding the bridge in the City of Thionville were crippled %Wy artill-
ery fire but were c£till in position and firing and were later abandoned by the
eneny .

1 Septemher 194l  Montois la ontagne, France D plus 100
10 i Wi of Metz ;

Commencing at midnight, sporadic bursts of enery artlllery fire fell in
battalion area, Dmring day battalion displaced to vicinity liontois la Montag-
ne, beiore lletz, and closed position area, Here again we were greeted by what
apparequly wags artillery and mortar fire, However, the fire did not reach our
positions and had no 111 effect,

15 Septerher 194l St Marie le Montois D plus 101
More artillery and mortar fire receivd ;

16 September 1944 D plus 102

17 September 19Uk D plus 103

Position maintained, intermittent artillery and mortar fire received in
adjacent areas. Occas1onal visits from "Bed-Check Charlie",

19 September 19hL . D plus 20428

20 September 194l D plus 10504

21 September 194k D plus 106/¢7
Situation stable,

22 September 194k ‘ D plus lopse?

23 September 194l D plus 108vey

flo change,

2y September 1944 D plus 1697472
Due to inclement weather and muddy conditions, Battalion Ilig & !'q Diry dis-
placed to Homecourt, France and occupied two schoolhouses,

25 September 194l D plus #6571
Battalion is commencing to deliver continually heavier fire in the assavit
on the fortress city of lMetz. Records show that through the centurics, the for-
tress Metz has been assaulted many times and thus far has never been invaded,
From all indications this will be a tough nut to crack bLut I think that we Am-
ericans arc the nut-craclkers that can do it, Lietz is an ancient city surround-
ed by numerous supposedly impregnable forts strategically placed so as to cover
every possible avenuc of approach., Uniile most citiles, this one can not be by-
passed less it prove to bhe the thorn that festers the wound, It is heavily
garrisoned and its inmates are equipped with latest weapons and devices that
German lilitary ingenuity has devised, Too, it is the site of the Cexman Army's
equivelant to 0CS. The attendants of this OCS are purportedly Hitleris finest
and are fanatical, These heing the obstacles that confront us as we commence
the assault, we hope that this .hich confronts us will not have to purchased
at too great a price, It will not be easy,



HOMECOURY, FRMICE

26 Septerber 194k D plus 136-//2
27 Sentember 19L4 D plus 331 /73

Ho Change

28 September 194k JOUAVILIE, FRAMICE D plus 32/ /¥

2000, Battalion closed neir positions at Jouaville, France, Although we
are no nearer to lietz, move hag becn oridered to facilitate firing and to allow
ns to obtain greater effect from the fire that e put out,

2@ Scpterher 1944 D plus 13//8
Stage beinz set for seige

30 September 1914 D plus ir.¢
Visited by 0@ XX Corps Arty.

1 Cetober 19l D plus 335-//7

2 October 19l D plus 136 /7 ¢

Routine, Federal voiing ballots reccived by battalion, Though we be
far from homé, our voice may yet be heardd

3 October 194k D plus 417 //7
1200, H hour for attack on Fort Driant, 1645, objective reached, MNowever,
enery is throwing several counter-attacls,

L October 19LL D plus 338 /=20
Lnery shcll fire reccived in areca, No damage.

5 QOctober 194l D plus 13522/
Fierce fighting inside Fort Driant,

6 October IDL4 D plus 126 /22
I G Inspection

7 Octoher 194k D plus 323 /23

Generally no chanre, Ve have been privileged to see the "Jahos" function,
Tt is a pleasure to see thom operate es a "iteam" ('mt not the PewwPe——— tean
that, we had heard “cfore). Usually the P L7's would come over just before sun-
set, when the sun was low and silouetted the targets, Hoverina~ over the tar-
get like vultures, gathering the necessary data, and then peeling off in a
power dive, wooping as graceful as birds and then pulling out in a dizzy
clinmb, only to maneuver back into position to drop another egg or to fire
anollsr rocket, Ve would hate to he in the Geirman's shoes wwhen those "babysHs
come over,

o Tl



8 October 19LL Jouaville, France D plus 122- /2%

Church services werc held this date in the railroad station in which
hattery "C" was stationed. This building was also a place where many of the
shows were shown during the time that the bati{#iion was stationed in the town
of Jouaville. All during this time the firhy for the control of Fort Driant
still continued. Fighting was done on top of Yhe fort and in the underground
passages under the fort, liost of the fichting was done with explosives in an
attempt to blow the fort but without success, The walls of the fort were in
some cases from 10 to 15 feet thick and doors leading to the passanes weie of
thick steel, All the gun and wortar positions which were outside thc fort were
lept "naer control by our artillery fire, A telephone message from the group
this date: "Send one Eif and vehicle w/driver to XX Corps for special duty vith
the CICY,

9 Uctober 194l Jouwaville, I'rance D plus 123,25
This date the following decorations were given Yo merbers of this hattal-
ion: DBronze Jtars to It Harauld D Langham, Asst ™n 8-2, Capt 'iliiam ¢ Necha-
nicly, 5-2, Pvt Ralph P Cannizzaro and Pvt Stanley Pabrouslki., It Langham and
and: Pvis Cannizsaro and Bubrouski were decorat@d Iorthe heroic work done at the
City of Chartwg, France and Capt Nechanicky for keritorious service between
2) July and Octeber 7th 19Ll, 1st Lt Eugene I Scott, liaison Pilot of the
Paitalion was awarded the Air Medal for meritorious achievement, In addition
to the above Lt Scott was awarded four (l4) Oak Ieaf Clusters to Air Medal for
combat missions flown and It Smith was awarded the Air Hedal for 35 combat
rmissions, In 102 days of cowbat, these pilots have fleown 337 combat missions
with 352 hours in the air,

10 October 19kl Jouaville, France D plus Y /=¢

This date the bhattalion recaégved the Verdun Medal, This mcdal was es-
tablished by the City of Verdun om 20 Nov 1916 and was awarded to all members
o the XX Corps, Lhird US Army upon the liberation of thc city.of Verdun in
this present conilict. Also the name of the units participating in the liber-
ation were written in the golden book of the City of Verdun,

12 Octoicr 194k Jouaville, France D plus 125 /=2 {
Battery "A" decided to call it quits in the opresent position and move to
a place where there was just a little less mud anC water. In fact they were
flooded oul, The Battalion received a drastic cut in ammunition allowance to-
day, in fact you may say that it was cut ont, ‘e were allowed to expend
rouncs per day. The only time werwere allowed to fire v.as in case of a counler-
attadk or other emergency. This date the Battalion received its authorization
to wear three battle stars, One of the Baiitle of Noruandy from June 6 to July
Zh, The Battle of Horthern France, from July 25 to Sep lh, anad the Battle of
(icrmany, Sep 14 to date,

13 October 194k Jouaville, France D plus 326 /27

No change. All memhers of this battalion have boen in the present
position so long they are about to talke out cltizenship papers in the City of
Jouavillc,

o



1L October 1944 Jouaville, France ' D plus 127/8e
The Articles of War were read to all members of this command and also

the General Orders on Loot:mg and Pilfering, Thec above was read "Jy Capt Corn,

Battalion Liaison Officer. Enery patrols were active in the battalion area

at 1925, They Were reporied about 3000 yds to the right front of the battery

pogitions. All batteries were alerted to ke on the lookout for the above

patroli,

15 October 19LL Jouaville, France D plus 328/3/°
Two Purple Hearts were awarded to members of this battalion this date

for wounds received in action, The weather was still continued bad, the mud

was getting deeper and the rain continued to come dovm,

16 October 19k Jouaville, France D plus 129-/52

Improvement of the drainage system in all the gun positions was ordered
this date by the Battalion Commander, the condition of the gun positions made
it impossible for the gum to be dug in, The gun positions had to be built wp
and drainage diiches built in the position and in the Ammunition pits.

17 October 19t Jovaville, France : D plus I130/23

A1l non-TBA and captured weapons have to go. ”ha{, wvas the orders ro-
ceived from HQ TUSA. Many of the men had come into possession of captured
enemy arms but the above order required thz arms to be turnced in, In the pile
of arms turned in there was overything from safety pins to cemetery lots. Ger-
men rifles, machine guns, barp guns etc, were turmed in,

18 October 1944 Jowaville, France v D plus 3&/3 ¢
Fortrard Observers report incrcased enemy activity.,

19 October 194l Jouaville, TFrance D plus 132 /55

Battalion established road gua at ezch cnd of town to screen civil-
dans attempting to tresspass. This /m,(szesm.tated by the increased rmumber of
Gernmans resorting to 21l manner of guises and tricks to procure information.
Lt Smith was awarded Cluster to Air ¥cdal for comhat missions flown,

20 October 194k Jouaville, France D plus 133/3¢

S-2 reports indicate increase in enemy patrol activity. kiore spy and
enemy agents rep#ted operating in rear of lines. Battalion takes necessary
precautions by establishing 6utpasts, alarm trip wires, and other methods of
apprehension of cneny personnel,

1 October 1944 Jouaville, France D plus 134 /37
Normal duties,

22 October 194k Jouaville, France : D plus 135-/7 ¢
Appearance of jet propellicd aircraft flying over HQ Btry arca &b approx-
imately 3000 to 4000 feet altitude., Reports from several obscrvers agree
upon the fact that it has all the characteristics of the "flying bomb" but due
to its apparsntly rmch larger size and hecause it described a large "S" curve
some arc ol the opinion that it could be a new type jet propelled plane,
Battalion received an odd assoriment of ammunition: German 155mm Howitszer
projectiles, French powder, British fuzes, and American primers, The result
of this will #robably be called an "International Serenade", The Germens
are sending more flying bombs over these days. Nightly, many may be seen
flying overhead. Recemtly onc came low over the battalion area, and dropped
into the ncarby town of Auybouis. Damage and casualties have been reported.



23 October 1944 JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus 336/37

Ordnance beam arrives to inspect and repair hovitzers and small. ammse Ba‘gta-
lion has Speeial Service show ab railroad station in Ba“l}illy. Battalion receive®
one (1) 155mm Howitazer 1918 Schnecider to be used in firing new ammmnitione 2
Carrier pigcons bearing messages shot in Battalion arcae

2li October 194k ' JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus 137 /%°
Quict Daye

25 October 194k JOUAVIT, 1, FRANCE D plus 338/ %/
Red Cross Clubmobile visits Babbalion arca —~ donuts and ooffee appreciated

by alle MP roving pabrol of highways hus been established in this arca - all sug=

picious individuals picked up will be handled by this patrols Too, uniform passcs

arc distribubted to all oivilians for identificatione Battalion turns 1918 Hovie

over to 270th FA Bne Lonc enemy planc flys over arcea and along RR tracks to rcayy
drop.ing flares every 5 to 10 scconds = is apparently picturcse

26 October 19Lk JOULVILLE, FRANCE D plus 139~ ¥
Proparation for inspectione _

27 October 1944 JOULVILLE, FRAUCE D plus iho « ¥3
Inspection of Battalion by Corpse

28 October 19U ‘ JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus L 1¥¢-
Inspection by Third Amy inspectorse

29 October 19LL JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus /s
Insoection by Battadlion CRe

30 October 19k JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus L3 /%¢
Ltse Smith and Scotty Liaison Pilots, awarded Air Medal Clustcrse

31 Ootober 19LhL JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus k47
lHonthly ph;rsical inspection hclde

1 November 194 JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus 145 ¢¢
The new nonth has roally opencd with a bange Both forward 0°ts arc subjected

to cnemy shelling from enamy artillerye Later, Battalion received a scverc lame

basting fron enemy artillerye Shelis fell throughout tic Battalion arcae No one

irom the Battalion was injured, however onc man from the attached AL unit was hitb

Ly shrapnel in back, hcad, and hande During the cvening therc was a large amound

of traffic through Bn a cay duc to moving into position of the 95th Division, rc-

placing the 90th Divisione 90th Division to lecwe for rear areas in the morminge

During the night the Bn again had Buzz Bombs over the arcas Onc came over ab

2L55 and another one over at 2315 Large flashes in the sky and later the sound

of the bursting bomb werc heard, bub as far as btals Bn was coiccrnedy it was a
completc misse

2 November 194l JOUAVILLE, FRANGI , D plus ¥h6 /47

At O74S alt BWYS  reported the orash and the explosion of a Vil bomb or a
large planc to bhe east of the Bn positione Later reports shoved that the oxe
plosion was from a "W" bomb that had exploded in the tovm of Aubouc, 6 X Ni of
the Bn position, killing scveral civilianse There was morc enemy sicliing in
the batiery posibions there were seweral rounds short of the Bn G.P. and just

over Battery "GC"s Later, reports from the shell fragments brought in showed the
shells to be Russian 105mn shellse

19 =



3 Novcmber 1oLk JCUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus A7/ ¥e

Still at Jowavillc and we arc getting tired of 1%, and I suppose so arc the
Jerricss "he Battglion came into a fow morc guns todaye We reccived two Bbrys
of German 83's and Russian Témm gunse They were to be used in the defcnsc of
the positiong and also %o replace other units that were lcaving the fronte A
bout all they werc used for is to make noisec and a flashe Many rubber guns werc
pub in the nositions of some of the units that lcft the arcas The above opcra~
tion was ki:om as Dallas Operation, The rubber guns had flash creows that worked
the flash ot night to mke the enemy think that the arca was still full of arte
illerye A1} the artilloery that moved out was going to other fronts or in diffe
crenv scctors in preoparabtion of flanking attacks on the ¢ity of Mctze To many
of thiz men in the Bn little was known of the operations The guns were perfeet
dupliccotes of the americon artillery piccesy but it was not long before the wise
GI's had the answer to the whole operation, bub it still rcmained a scercte Dure
ing this time, the Bn was operating firc direchtion and massing 18 guns, md nbaine
ing L2 milos of belephonc wire, and drawing gas and rations for 950 mon in addi-
tion to the normal battcr dutiese The ruse was maintained for a e riod wiich
lasted 7 dayse Tho highlight of the deal came when Capt Corn and his battery of
Gorman 801s blew out the tube of one gun ghooting AP ~mnunitions

I Toverber L9Lk JOUAVILLE, TRANCH D plus H8-/s/

Battoery 98" recelved CIMO this dabe and moved to the position o the 733rd
FA bne Dumy positions were seb up in the old Batbory "8" positionse The
Dallas opcration was in full swing, some of owr vchicles designation numbers
have beun ehanged on the bumpers to other wiits and even fake phone calls have
been coming into the Ba C.P, Some of the onlisted men and officurs of this
cormand went to hear an orientation lecturc by the Commandin-~ Genersl. of the
Third U5 ..rm; todays from all reporbs on the spocch, old #Blood and Gubot is
still on the ball as far as spcaking is concerncde

5 Novambor 194k cOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus Hh9 /52

Today manvors of the 12th Army Group werce in the C.P. roquesting a plane
from the Bn to do a little photographing over the Bn to cheek the camouflage
and the docepbion of the Dallas Opcrations iccording to the Forward Ohservers

nere was more activibty than usual on the fronte Our fricnds, the 0CY boys
Trom the Mcbz jarrison, scum to be getbting bough & ous ite Patrols were sent
out during the night to check the blackout in the in and to obscrve somc of tho
suspicious blinking lights,

6 tovember 19kl JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus 356 /577

This da;- the Bn reccived a very nice report on thoe inspection hcld by the
Third Amy .rbillery Scetion, and on the inspection hild by membors of the I
Corpss oth were highly complimentary with ratings of oxecllent, Nr Harbtig, CiQ
and the Bn omedl orderly wrecked the mail becp ab 1325 on the way to the Bn with
malle G0 Uartdg reccivad slight leg injury ond small head lesion and the moil
¢lerk rcecived out on the hoade The wohinle was wreckede

T November 194l JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus 5% 15¥

The Dallas operation came to an ¢nd this ddb ce liamburs of the 2LLth FA mn
oanc into the Bn arca to leam firing of the Gornan 88's and the Russian gunse
Firc missions were pickimg up in the last couplc days 3 this date the Bn firod
8 time on tarsct missions cxpunding 82 roundse Cther missions consisted of
vorking partics and thc shoobing up of bimkors occupicd by the cnamye



-
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8 November 194k JOUAVILLE, FRANCE D plus 152

Today the Bn roceived the orders for the atback vo roduse tho city forbross
of lcbze MA" hour Yo bo at 2100 on the 9th of Novembers This Battolion was to
roinforce the fires of the 359th Fi Bn of the 95’Gh idve This was the first time
the 95th Inf Div has scen action and thoy have the blggest job of all the troops
on the fostern Fronte 'The fortress of Mebz was built in the year 307 LD and has
never boen takeny it is surréunded by many forbss The forts which have to be
taken arc the following: Fort Oriant, Fort Jeannc DiAre, Forbt cllcermany Fort
Ste Quontin, and Fort Plappcvillo.

9 Noverber 194hL JOUAVILLSE, FRAIG D plus 158¢
10 November 19hk } D plus 1547
11 HNovember 19L4L D plus 1584
12 Novembor 394l D plus 15K7
13 Hoverber 194k : D plus 1576¢
1l November 19Lk D plus 158 /
15 November 194k D plus 158 2
16 Hovenber 19Lh D plus 160-5

The following account covers the sbove dates and the big subject for the

ates was tho attack on the city of lictze The jumpoff for the abback was fast
and bloodys Capt Corny, LNO of the Bn with the 2nd Bn of the 379th Inf Rege was
younded in the first minutcs of the fight along with the Regimental commander of
the 379th Inf Rogs, both were hit by mortar fragments. Capt Corn received a frac-
turc of the left amm abt the wrist and the Reg Commander retelved a broken lege
The radio operator of Capt Sorn's was also wounded bub carricd on the dutics with
the Inf Reg wtil his radio was knocked oute He then carried on with the infan-
try, assisting the wounded men. It Morcficld with the ®I" @ mpany went all the
way with the companys His radio oscrabor was womnded in the fight by heavy ma~
chinre gun firc in the fight up past Fort Jeanne DUire and Fort De Guisc and on
to the city of Metze Infantry mon nscd heavy machine guns as tommey gwns and
carried and fired their mortars without bageplates and sights to reducce cnomy
strongpointss Many mine ficlds were cncowntered dnging the trip and causcd many
cnsualtics among the infantry, At one time during the trip, the company thab
Lt Llorcficld wns with, boecame isclated beiind Fort Jeanne DYArce without food,
waber, ammuiition, and medical. supplicse All the availablo plancs of the 95th
Div Arty and attached units were called for and werc used for dropping the above
supplies to the troopse The planes of this Bn piloted by Lt Smith aid Lt Sulli-
van made a total of 33 flightss During onc flight Lt Smith saw onc doughboy thab
had beon wounded and misscd by the medica wave at the sound of the plance Upon
rcturning to the alr strin ncar the collecting station, It Smith reported the
incident to the Medical Officcr in charges The Medical Officer supcosed thab the
arca had becn clearcd, but voluntecred to accompany It Smith in a flight over th ¢
arcas, On the noxt flight the man again waved, although he was laying face dom,
hidwmen were dispatched to the area and the man was picked wpe During this small
action 300 out of L50 particiypating wore casualticss

artilery fire from this Bn from all rcports received was very accuratcs

This Pn was adjusted many tinmcs by Lt Moreficld on enemy counteratiacks from his
position bcohind Fort' Jeanme D!ire causing heavy casuaities on the cacmy and broake
ing up thoe abttackse - On the Llth of Jovembowy Lt Williams was assigned In 0 ¥ th
the Inf in tho placc of .Capt Corns Lt Flood rclicved Lt Williams on the 18th of
Hoyembeor and conbinued wntil the ond of the actions A1l the mon arc to be comple—
inonted on thc fine work that was done for the Babtbalionenylt Moreficld finally
got out from the Infontry on 20th of Nov and was rcelicvod/Lit McKinncy. Lt Hoffe-
cr was assigned FO with the 3rd Bn of the 379th Inf Rog on 16th Nove Both Lta!
MeXinney and Hofler did finc work for tha Battalione



17 Novanber 19kk fJouaville France D plus 6176y

Two CIC FM camc into the Battolion this date to investigate the shooting
of one civilian at Ferme Farm in which Service Btry, was located, Tl eivilian
was caught going through the duffle bags of men of the Battery and rcifused to
halt when ordercd. He Was shofy-by one member of the Btry, The CIC maubers came
into Battalion area to investigatc the famm for anything other than gifts that
the occupants of the farm might have, The Battalion continucd its fire on the
Fort Jeannc d!' Arc which was still holding oute 6 missions were fired on the
Fort with a total rounds expenditure of 341 rounds,

18 November 194l _ Jouaville France D plus 362/68

Fort De Guise fell 4o the 95th Div today, in addition to the former, there
was 2lgo reports that the Germans were blowing up ammunition dumps in the arca
of Chatel 3t., Germain and have started o hasty retreat, Two tremendous ex-
plosions werc observed In the rear of Ft. De-Guise at 1LL8, Black smoke was secn
going up 500 to 1000 feet in the air in the general vicinity, At 1812 the Bn,
received a call from the Battalion EX, "H ad slight accident, send Med Officer
to check two small children that walked into the side of the vehicle,” At 1830
Med Officer reported into the C.P. "Had accident also, hit horse snd wagon, no
damage done,"

19 November 19kl Jouaville France D plus 363/ 17

Lte Flood relieved Lb. Williams as IN O with 379th Infantry, 1st Battalion,
Threc P=U7's circled the arca at 1100 this date waiting to land at the air strip
that was as ¢t not completed, The planes had been out on a mission and had run
into trouble and were forced to land at the provisional strip, One planc crashed
in the larding and one pilot bailed out crashing his ship.

Today the 90th Div and the 5th Div joined at the city ef Metz, Thc €ity was
complctely surrounded, A radio rclay station was semt out under the direction of
Lts, Longham at the bunker just East of Leipzig Farm in the vicinity of the Fort
Jeamme d! Arc. The Fort was still holding out and fire was still coming from the
Fort,

20 N ovember 9Lk Jouaville France D plus 36k /49

Reports were received from the Infantry Commander today on the work of -‘the
Battalion on the speed and a¢curacy of the Battalion in firing of the TOT!'s o
some of the Fortss The Forts were kept busy with Artillery firc while the Inf,
ndvancedsilany times the Battalion was called to fire heavy concentration on the
Forts to stop the heavy machine gun and mortar fire coming from the Forts,

21 November 19l Jouaville France D plus 365 /&7

Good news was rcceived from all the units engaged in the attack on Metz,
The lst Battalion reported that Fort Driant had been surroundedj the 2nd Bn.
had surrounded Soy-Chazelles, and the 3rd Bn, has Ft 3t Quentfmm surrounded. A
Gemman Major, taken at the Fort, rcported that the troops in the Fort are very
discontented, they take pot shots at their officers when they have a _chance,it
was for that reason that he took off, He said that he knew the war was lost but
that H itler had such a hold on the people that they could do nothing but fight.
Purple Hearts were awarded today to the following: Tec 5 George White and Pfc
Czerapowics, Rations arrived—thanksgiving turkeys were included,

22 November 194l Jouaville France D plus 166 /67

One French civilian was brought into the Brttalion Aid Station this date,
the sbove hrd stepped on a mine in the vicinity of Amanvillers, His foot was
blom off snd the man was not expected to live, Civilians report that the area
from imrnvillers to Roncourt is heavily mined, accidents happen every day.

The Battalion received clos. station march order at 2305 todny with orders
that we would move the first thing in the morninge. It looks like we are really
going to get away from Jowaville at last,

PP



23 Movember 194k Fleury France D paus 167
17¢
The Battalion reconnrissance parity moved out early in the morning and took
the northern route through the city or = al\’,-.i'(".:: les Metz, over the do ntoon
brddge into the ¢iby of Vetz and then sfmth to the nrea assigned t.o tho Bne in
the vieinity of the dead city of Fleury, Fronce., The Babtalion, under the Bn.
X 0, moved over the soubthern route crossing the Mosel River at Pent~a~iiousson
and into Fleury, Francea
The wezther was nothing but b2d and the city of Fleury wns the most shot-
up place the Battalion had ceen, there wos not a building in the place that
v not hit by artillery fire. Near the tom of Fleury there was still o - young
war going on in one of the Forts of the ciby of Metzs The Battalion closed in
the rendezvoud area iy the tewn of Fleur; where Thanksgiving meal was serveds

2L, Nowvomber 194l Fleury France , D plus ~l€7:§
/
Movement orders were received this date and reconnaissance was made in the
area of jaizoroy, France end the Boitilion Commnander nnd Reconnaissance P:xrty
returticd to the orea of Fleury. The Battalion was to move out oi‘ FTL v at doy-
light in the moarning and move to the new position area, Trails wore te be dropp-
¢d in the new arce and the guns made ready to fire if called foz' bui; there was

to be no work done on oceupation of the positiona
25 Nowamber 154k loizeroy France D 'o"'us 169
/172

The move out of Fleury was made in the dark over some of the worst roads
what were slippery "’*‘th md 2nd fuddi of bomb crators, the wehicle ol the Com—
nonding OfTficer went into one of the bomb crﬂ::,rs but was stopped in timc and
pulled out by one of the heavy vehicles of tho Pattalion. The move dnto Malzeroy
was made without ineidont although therc were a fu» nines encountered, Positions
were not occupz_ed in the arca, because the uitu on was moving fa s*ber “han had
been an,.L01p<N ed by the Infantry., Refonnzissance 'f:as mads in the vieinity of

Brouck and the Battalion moved into the aren L:b 1430, There wos considerable
firiﬁg done from this position. Gun positions were cstzblished in the villiage
Limivs ond poeople were inforwed to open all of tno windows to prevent the broak-
ing of them by the artiliery blast. lany of the peonle failed to opon the
windcws and ewvory time o round wes fired Pou could hear the glass fall =2nd the
baby cryes Shormon was Jgﬂ;, War is Holl. kost of dhe firing from this position
was deone on the tomm of Teterchen irvom *nuch 2 lot of Artillery fire vms zoming e
6 Counter battory missions werc fired in this area.

v

25 Yoverber 194u Brouck Fraznce D plas 178
193

The Dattalion stayed in the city of 3rouck Shis date and continmied the
mission of supporting the fires of the 2353%h . lany missions werc fircd dn this
ineluiing 6 counter batt oIy, L interdiction, 2 entmy pe crsonncl and & pr'ep
missions. The neme of this tom reccived a change of neme, The Germans had
named bhe b ovm Brucken ond the n-me wns being coni‘usad Tzr:n the name that had
appesred on the nap so Lt Kersh and his little nain t ‘ﬂrusb donic the Job. The

1 b ebhers higelc] snd could bo spotic N WAYS 0Ife
sign had lethers fzet high dc d bo spotisa £ a long ways ol
27 Wovrmmber 19kh Teterchan France D plus 37E
17y
Ut & ¥ her Daneco tors bhe how The S
The Battalion ddsplaced to Teberchen, Fronce, entering the town on the hecls

of tfzc departing Germans, in fact, Jjust an hour bghind then. Some of.' the houses
were still burndng as we entercd the tomn. We hed vrovicusly fired on Tetorchun
from our former positions at Zroucik and we could now scve the efizcts of our firg,
A Gormen Artillery Batbery hnd been in vosition defoladed by a anJ.l risce We
had scorcd sevorzl ndits and near misses on the baticorys Some of the guns wore
still therc together v::,_th storage p:LLs of arrmmnition, There was also a vast
una“rgrouncx anmo dump in the side of A nearby hill. Evidently the Krauss 1ofd

in a hurry for ther lcft a quasrbity of ammunition and supply behind thems

-2



28 Hovember 194k Teterchen France D plus 372
+75"
Battalion fired 328 riunds this dey against a variety of targetss Good
eZfect reported by observers,

29 lovember 1944 vic Villing France D plus 173
176

Battalion displacements brought us to vicinity of Villing, France, sit—
uated on the border between the province of Lorraine and Geormanye Above the
rise in front of the Battalion positions is a sign erected by the dough-foots,
"You are now entering Germany through the courtesy of the 95th Diwision.! Ve
are now about to de what thc Nazis said we woiild never do-- set foot on German
sacrcd soil-~ about the only thing that coulrd moke this soil sacred id the
quantity of "bovine exclament" on displ.ay- perheps this is the reason why Hitler
never ran-out of it to feed to his pooplce. The rarity of the Gemen air is also
mwique, smells like "Rssence lc Abatoir" - = s¢lf respecting swine would shun
some of these placese. '

30 November 194k vic Villing France D plus 174~
227
There was enough Artillcry in the vieinity of Villing to blow the city of
Saarlautern off the map, in fact they had already begun to do so. All of the
krtillery positions werc right in the fror® lincs with the Infontry outpest
and the Infantry mortarse The Artillery fire from the artillery in the pesition
Wwas constente There was overything therc from 105mm to 2LOmm and 211 firing,
The windows were falling out of the buildings, some of the C.P. Craow on duty
were almost victims of falling plastere. In addition to the above artillery fire
there werc nlso Infantry Cammecn Compsnys which were keeping up the fire. At
0235 this datc the Battalion Commandcr received o tclcphone message to the of-
feet that the enamyy, with tanks had made a counter atback, The Infontry hod
had severc losses and werc attampting to form. The arsa you are in is con-
sidored in Jeppardye. Upon a check on thz sourcc of information it was found
thnt there had been a counter att ck but it had been thrown back with losses
to the enamy, The 358th Inf Regt informed us that they had received no word of
a counter attack of such mn extent, that reports of counter atback was ex-
ageerateds In the attack on the Sarr Basin thoe Infantry jumped off from the
attery positionse The Battalion fired prcoorations for the attack, firing cne
rond.per minute for a period of 30 minmutes. The Infantry took the town of
Felsburg without rmuch fight and moved on forwards Todny was paydsy and the
troops were paid in Marks for the first time, Therc was ancther counter atiack
at 1635 which was broken by Infantry and Artillery fire, killing 10 enemy and
knocking out 10 tankse Today the Battalion reccived commendation from the Com-
nanding General, Third US Army for the work done in the lletz Crrpoigne

1 Deccmber 194h Villing France D plus 37>
174

Preparations were being made for 4 ek on the Saar Basine Thc Ammo
train pulled into Battalion positions md were crdercd to retum to

ASP for nore ammo. Visiters coming dnto RBatbelion CP in scarch of information

on attack included Brig Gen Kene and atlington, 111 Corps irtye. Enemy
artillery fell on %i" Battery position =ni caused one casualty, S/Sgte Conroy=
injury slight. Battalion received Cormendaiion from Gencrnl Liarshall lor cXe
cellent work dene by XX Corps during ifctz operationse During last 24 heur pericd
Bnttalion fired 739 rounds,

Dl



2 Dezamber 194k VIiiNG FRaNCE D plus e
/7 f

Preparations for General Attack in Northern Third Army Scctol under waye
Plan "B" to be uscd, Formation of friendly fightcr bombers to start attack at
1000 hours, 1000 hours - Large form-~tion of fighter bombers overhcad, heavy
jerry flack could be scen and heavier bombs going down, The Jerrics really
caught hells The battalion then reecived orders to start firing Plan "B® ab
WM hour, At 13L5 the britalion reccived a message from Group CO to sand
reconr~isssnce forword, %o rcserve Biry positions and there wns possibility of
a lerp frog displac.ment, This position to be th: last before croszing the
Seor miver, .4t 1500 hours, Bottalion Scrgeant~Major, M/Sgt De¥rics, reportced
at Group CP =t Obeordorfm France, and was prescnted the Croix de Guerre ledal
given him by the French Government for Meritorious Service,

3 Deeember 194 VILLING FRANCE D plus }7;
(=]

This norning b-ttalion received information that the 379th Infantry Rege
iment, 95th Div hod crossed the Sanr River during the night talking the only
bridgc ceross the 3nar River still intact. Battalion changes of assignnent
this date nre as follows: Capt loore Rlvd Asst S-3 nssigned IN 03 Lt Langhmm
rlved asst S=2, to Asst =335 Lt Korsh rlvd assignment Asst S-2 to Jlotor O Btry
unHs Lt Moreficld rlvd asgmt IN O & RO Btry "A® to Asst S-23 Lt McKinncy rilvd
asgny Motor O Btry "B" to RO Btry "A", Battery comm2nders ordered to prepare
to wrinch al) guns out of mud, possibility of move, TF message from LN O that
encryy column observed on left flonk possiblc éounter--ttack; 358th Infantry
Regimant nreprring to tak. Oberherrn, Germany,

L December 19kl VILLING FRANCE D plus 178

2 &

Survey operations were in progress o1l ,day for positions in the S-ar Vellgy

these positions are in vieinity of slt-Forweilcer, Goermany - undcr ohscrvation
and mms of Germen Artillcry, A hot time is-cxpected Ly alle At L300 Battory
pts hird section fired first rounds on Gemanye, Chicef of Sceiions Sgb
Christimnsong #1 mau Pvt Edward Curtis, Incidentally, Pvt Curtis lso pulled
the lanyard on the How that firxd our first round in combot, .ady Corps was
out todry = the PL7's bombed, strafed, and fired rockets at enery columns on
roads Lo our right flemk, We arc really pooping out the "berucoup ammo! -
617 rcunds firced today,

5 December 194k ALT-FORWETLER CERIANY D plus 179
/22

"H" hour for th: big att:ck on the city of Sanrlautern wrs at 0430 ond
again heavy Artillery went with i+, This batbalion fired on cnamy btrys in
the arca as their prrt of the attack, A1l Btrys were alerted for Jdisplaccment
to move on colls The following awards were made to members of this batbtolione
The 5ilver Star to Lt Col YUILLE, for galloniry in action, O~kleaf Cluster to
Alr licdal to Lt S7ITH and the Adr Medal to Sgt Leigh for participating in acre
ial fiights over Fronce, The Germon Markomanship medal (purple heart) to Pvh
Bodnor and the oak leaf clust r to the purple heart to Sgt Gonror for wounds
received in action, The Battolion moved to positions in the Senr Vallcy, 6000
yords 5 W of Saarlouis, Germany and the Snor River, The positions were taken
up in the town of Alt=Forweiler, Corminy under the guns ~nd observation of the
Germons, This should Le very interesting,

6 Necanber 19hl ALT=-FORWEILER GERMANY D plus 186
/83

The he-ry woods, Stants Forrest Karlsbrun, which was by=passed by the
cdveneing and thought to contain many Gurman troops was ordered clearcd by the
5th Inf Div. ALl Btry commanders “rere ~lcrted to the facht and were ordered +o
place machine guns and bazocka tem:s in position to protest the rizht flonk &
the Lathalion, Crders were to take as few prisdncrs os possiblece The Battal-
ion Commander went to the hospitzl at Metz for sn examination oi the right arm.
Seluting hos been wvory difficult these dayse

_25-



7 Docember 19hk sLT-FORWEILIR CERMANY D plus &%3;
, s

The Bathalion hed a very %ood day today, observation was very good and tbore
were plenty ¢f juicy missions to be fired, Some of the missions wore on cneny
Btrys and enamy gms, The In plrnes of the battalion were in the air 21 doy
and reall;- gave the lendscape a working over, The towm of ilt-Forweilor is in
rough sh-ne, there are a lot of houscs strnding put thcre 2re not moy oL the
houses in the tovm that have not been hit by Artiliery firc, Nost of the civ
ilians have moved into the fatherland with the Germons ut thove ore still a few
of thom in tom, The ones who have stayed behind have been brcught into one
area or noved to the town of Bistone The town secmed to have trken quite a
pasting from our TOTt!s,

8 Decamber 19hk /LT-FORWEIL.R GHRMANY D plus 182
I PS5
The bathnrlion received sceret orders todsy ordering the transfor of
the enlistad n'trcr};;th to the infantry, 211 Battery corm%anders were ing‘org;éd()f
ot thg order ~nd informed to turn in the nwmes of the men in the Btry who were +o
go_.1 ey counf:.er attack in the bridgenc.d aren today was remilsed v Infontry
anc. Artillery fire, this Battzlion expendcd 32 rounds on  “the counter at'tack.

vsIr'hg _enany trere throwvm back with losses and the cotablishing of the bridgchead
ent one : .

9 Decomiucr 194k ALT<FORWEIL. SR GERM/ITY D plus }%2 =

"“hig dote was ~nother of the drys when we werc harrassed by inspecting
officcers of the Groupe The S~h of the Group wos into the C P roperting to tue
comnanding officery to inspcat the Howitgers, thce spall arms, positions ond
vehiclcese, . The comments aftaor the inspection was all to the sctisfocetion of the
inapeeting officor,

10 ccember 194l ALT-FQRWEILFR GURMANY D plus 153711'
157
3 ofiicors -nd 12 M returncd from passes to Paris this dabte, stories were
wierd snd conflicting but 211 were certnin of one thingy It!s a woncderful placce
Total rounds fired this date was 555, most of the rounds were fired on cnemy
Btrys, Guns, sArmo dumps and buildings housing' the enany.

11 Decembor 19Lh ALT-TORVEILER GERMANY D plus }85;_
71
The liodical Detachmoent made the neps for today, bouster shots wrere given
for typhoid fever, sore arms prcvailed, Beth the OP!'s of the baltalion took a
good shelling today, no rund, no hits, no errors,

12 Docember 19Lh ALT-FORWAILZR GERIZANY D plus %%6
4

Action ras generally quict on this front tod-y cxcept for Lt williams -tho
was botheroed by enemy mortars all day and kept him in the foxhole most of the
diye Onc thing he did get out of it =ms ~ dog which he calls RALIHe Its a
German dog and really nice locking as far as doss goe All the civilinns were
relecascd todoy cnd roturncd to there homesy s far os woe are concerned the frao=
turnization rule is still in effect, Thc camonding officar of ‘the 193rd FA
Giroup wos in the battalion area today for o 1little inspection mnd conilab with
the britelion commanders



‘ ; /20
13 December 19hL ALTFORWEILER GaRMANY D plus 3:57

lajor Hanna, Op S-l, arrived at Battalion C,P, to inspect men that are to be
transferred from this organization to the infantry. neay artillery fire-in vicinity
of Battalion area, At 2330 all artillery had temporary ceased fire to allow FOB to
pick up sound plots of enemy firing, The 7th FOB was located right across the strect
from the Battelion C.Pe and wire comsunications was maintained. ithen urgent sound plot
wore obtained the coordinates were sent over to the battalion FDC wnd wrre fired afl.
they were cleared by higher headquarters,and then the FOB would get soundings of our
fire to determine the effect,

1L December 19LL ALTFORWEILER GERVANY D plus ~—8f/ =
/¢
The Battalion received information that none other than fieneral George S,
Patton Jr, (blood and guts to the boys) was to be in the area .nd he might stop in for
a visits(we hope)., The Battalion received orders to check the chow lines for straggl-:
who were to be held and turned over to the proper authorities, The Battalion Air S
received a little shelling today but all of the rounds were scnsed as over,no effect,

15 December 19kl ALT CRWAILER GEIGANY Y plus ¥ 7«-'
/72

Coffee and doughnuts were served today by the American Red Cross,the Red Croi:
clubmobile arrived at o945, A1l went well until 1205 when the Jerries started lohhirc
shells in to the Battalion arca, They were of 170 mm's and some of the frags flew t.o
thc Headquarters Battery chow line, Bnc building in Battery "B" arco was hit by a
shcll but the round was a dud and broke in half on impaect and put a large hole in tbe
wall of the building, The Red Cross girls scumcd to think it was all very intceresting
and were amazed at the noise of the incoming shells,but they were glad to get out o7
the area, fnemy plancs (ME 109!'s) were over the arca today but committed no hostilc a
and were not fired on, Two P-L71's come over the arca at 1533 and dropped onc 500 1lb-
bomb which hit an ammunition truck belonging to a tank Battalion,}illing five mon and
injuring one, The bomb hit 200 yds, cast of the Battalion C,P, anc blew in =211 of tho
windows on one side of the building but czuscd no casualitics. Yo explanation has beow
rcceived of the friendly planes dropping the bomb 25 yet,

Today the Battolion was informod of the change of Groups,fran the 193rd FA G,
to the 20Lth FA Group under Col, Pyles

16 Doceber 19Lk ALTFORWEILER GER ANY D plus 195
793
111 Corps becnme opurational this date, 193rd FA Gp takes over dutics of IIT
Carps Artillery, Unidentified P L7's flew over the Battalion rroa today. Contrary to
custonary coloring,thesc wore painted black, 24 xfn of this Battnlion werc transferred
to the 26th Infantryv Training Center 't lictz,

17 December 19h) ALTFOICTSILER G7li ANY D plus 19%
: /¥
The Group (20Lth FA Gp) €O visitcd the Battalion C.r, today -t 1120, The Bn CO
and the Op CO visited the Battoery Commanders and Paticry positionss At 1913 the in
rcccived orders that men being tronsferred to the infantry on 19th Dec, will be at
troup C,P, for inspection at 1100 18 Decamber 15lli,

18 Necamber 194k ATLTTORVEILER GRRIIANY D plus19i;,
/7.
At OL00 today the air was hot writh cnuny activity, At OLL5 ouc cneny two motor
Bomber wirs shot dovm in the city of Felsbergs The plane was an ;2 110= 3 Jerrics woere
reported kaput, In the corly hours of the moining the Battalion was alerted for a
possible paratroop attack, The mission of the Battrlion changed from support fires teo
the 358th Fi Bn to 50th Fau Bn,5th Division, at 1136 Cpl Shannon prrker walked into o
swinging door, It scums the gun in full recoil caught him right on the button, He 1t
o fow teath and gained a bump on the hend, liorale~ never walk into s swringing door-
your mama ain't in there. Roscs for the 20Lth, ueport from Iixec, Ofiiccr, 50th Fa Dne
fires of the Battalion wore very effcctive today, In cade of Paratrooper attack- all
men were instructed to stay in buildings and to shoot anything that moves outside,



19 December 19klh Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 196

To start the morning off right the enmmy artillery fired a few rounds inte
the Battalion area. No damage and no casualties. There was a sharp increase in
auvomatic and artillery fire from the bridgehead north of Battalion position.

20 December 194l Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 196

There was a small infantry attack in the bridgehead area. A few more houses
in the bkidgehead area were taken and held, Fnemy aircraft were over the Battalion
areas They drew anti-aircraft fire but no hits were scored.

21 December 194k Alt=-Forweiler, Germany D plus 198

The day hadn't been 10 minutes old when the jerries started throwing
artillery fire this way, ¢ to 8 rounds fell into Battery "A" area, The calibre
was estimated 105mm - 2 guns were put out of action, one EM was injured, Pfc
Vernon True, He received a slight cut on the face from fragmentation, communications
were cut between the Battalion and Battery "A" and with 204th FA Group. Our infa tvy
was compelled to evacuate part of bridgehead area to consolidate positions, At 1715
the information was received that the enemy was counter-attacking in the bridgehcad
area, committing one campany of infantry accempanied by tanks, At 1715 observers re-
ported that the counter- attack was broken up. Prisoners were taken and the tanks
were destroyeds. 1945, Capt Moore, IN 0, reported Gas Grenades were being used in the
counter-attack at 1700, The gas burned the nostrils and causes a sore throat - no .
ground was lost in the attack. At 2320 enemy artillcory fell in the Battalion area.,
at approximatcly 5 minute intervals, 3

22 December 19Lh A t=Forweiler, Germany D plus 199

Bnemy aircraft were over the Battalion area in the wee hours todey. They
were dispursed by heavy ack-ack fire, At 00/:2 there was some more incoming mail
(artillery fire} a total of five rounds, estimated 105mm — # 3 scction of "AM
Battery received a hit putting the piece out of action. The oil recovery line was
cut by fragmentation and the recoil cylinder was punctured. At 0220 morc enemy plaones
werc over the area, Colonel McClure - 95th Div Arty Commander came into the Battal o
CP with information for change of micvsion ~ CO instructed to make necessary changes.
Germans had recrossed the river on our south flank, American forces were forced tc
pull oot of Wullenfangen due to heavy artillery fire falling in that area. T. F.
Misg frew IN O Woore at 1140- Enemy paratroops have heen dropped near Boulay Moselle =~
strungin o landing unknown, At 1232 radio message was received from CG XX Corps-
all wiihs will be on the alert for enemy paratroopers dropped in the vicinity of
Guinxorchen, Any information regarding enemy poratroopers will be transmitted im-
medirtcly to the Hqe Later reports from LN O lioore that paratroopers dropped with
black and white shutes and had not been captured,

23 Decamber 194k A t-Forweiler, Germany D plus 200

The Group CO (20Lth Group) presented awards at a formation to the following:
BRONZE STAR MEDAL -~ Major Gordon L, Staker, S/Sgt Morris, S/Sgt Howard, Sgt iisele,
PURPLE HEART - Pvt Vernon Truc, Battery "C! reported 1 enemy soldier approached C:
unobserved, fled to the north, losing cap in flight. Appcarcd young ond was armed
with carbinc, Enemy air activity wns heavy ovor area again, 15 white objects were
dropped near battalion area. Third Army HQ warned there would be heavy cnamy air
activity over area = be alert for paratroopers being dropped,

2Ly December 194l Alt~??‘or=rei£er, Germany D plus 201

Battalion received flash warning that the enemy troops were rcported in
arcae Enemy wcre wearing US uniforms and driving US vchickes, Sign of rccognition:
They worec blue or pink scarves, #C" or "D!" was painted on thc left side of vehicle
hood, Recognized each other with 2 taps on the hclmets Their mission was to kill
or capture General Officers er others of high rank, Reccived orders that thc above
were not to escape - They werc to bc shot on sight or capturcd. CYO arrived with the
hot poop on the situation én the Ardenncs front or the Bulge. At 1917 "B" P rcported
2 big i alarm fire buring in ecneny territory,

28~



_ AS O0C Uhis moruing e Batualion received wmlorsewiom £ s R B R

22 on the loockout for t+v ncn on matoreycles who would noi—stop-vten nnlwed at ¥X
Corps CP, They werec to be stopned when they came along. At 0930 the Jerrics rcally
cpened up with a Merry Chrisimas in the form of aireraft which remaincd over the arca
all morning, giving the Battalion machine gunners semcthing to shoot at, 2 American

P U7ts pileted by German pilots strafed the road at the Battalion Air Strip and attac’
ed an L L liaison plane ever Battalion arca. Attocking planes wore driven off by heavy
ack-ack firc. One Jerry ME 169 erashed east of Baltalion position killing pilot— <n-
Jerry Fi 190 knocked down in Felsberg made a belly landing nearby. The pilet stepper
on wing and drew his pistol- this was his last meve, Some dead-cye Dick shot him
through the heads, The American Artillery had a Merry Christmas for the jerries in thc
form of a new fuzc which would require nc time sctting, but still would burst 20 yar
above the ground. At 1832 the fuze was fired in a heavy bazrage n1l over the Western
Front, All shells were marked Merry Christmas in chalk by the cannoncers. Some Babtor:.
had the whole battery cut pulling lanynrds and saying, Mierry Xmas, you e
(various and sundry explatives), ] :

26 December 194); Alt-Forweiler, Gormany D plus 203

Battery "A" wms moved to new positions to rear te fire protection cover for
Battalion in ¢ase they were forcecd to withdraw, More enemy planes werc over the arca-
everything but the kitchen stove was throvm at them in effords to bring tham dovm.
Brttalion pilots 'n the ait at thot time were alse attacked by enemy aircraft,

- 27 December 194k Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 23

The S5-2 spent the day administering to the needs of the Germon civilians in
the town., This and fighting was really making things toughs We have to fight thom
and then care for thom. Four Germmans Were captured this dale in vieinity of Biston
by members of 920 FA Bn . Germans were burying German guns and ammunition in that
areca for futur:e use,

28 Docember 19LL Al t-Forweilcr, Germany D nlus 205

Enemy planes were over thc arca this A.M,, but committed no hostile act nnd
were not fired upon, S-1 & S-3 went to XX Corps. 3~3 demonstrated Deflection
Correction Fan and Metro Slide Rule to Corps (=3 and CG XX Corps Ariillery, Gen.
Slack., Motion picture team into Battalion area with G.I. show for Battalion, Colonel
Rogers, Ex O LOth Group into Ba CP, for visit at 1535. At 1623, the enemy dropped two
shells near Battalion area,

29 December 194k Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 20%

At00002 Bn received a toicphone eall from 377th Infantry Regiment - be en
look=-out for man using name o 'zistrong, Anderson, or jmsterdam, 5! 9", heavy set,
wearing G,I.clothing, and posi. ; as a Captain or a Lte This man will be taken= dead
or alivey Tour ¢f imspection i .’e by inspector from XX Corps. Inspection was on tires
and the prevention ef trench-:-nc,

30 December 19LlL Al5-Forreiler, Germony D plus 297

There was very little aci’vity in the Battalion today, There were slight
changes made in the AA set~up~ :ne A Section was moved to Btry "A®" position on
hill to rear of Battalion position,

31 December 194l Mt-Forweller, Germmy D plus 208

Pay day teday -~ the Class WAt agent officer departed from this area for
finance office, Inemy air activity consisted of 2 ME 109!s eircling the area at
1300 and 22 enemy plancs were in the sector but did not aprear over Battalion area,
The enemy ecounter-attacked in the rri-“gchead ares today bu were driven off with
heavy artillery, mortar, and MG firc aith the resulting loss of half the attacking
ferce and tanks, Patrol activity was heavy during the night, friendly vehicles werce
fired on from farmm buildings scutheast of the Battalion arca, ‘

=20
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1 Janusey 1545 : Miaelorel der, Gomany D plus 206

Eneny z.r activity wes heavy over the Battalion area vodays theye were
many planes over the rcads ia the area strafing and raising Hell in generale
One enemy plane m~de a pass at one of our liaison planes mght in the area
of the Battalion C.P.s but was chased away by machine gun firce The Bn Tew
ceived a vhange 6 mission today; the mission of reinforeoing the fires of
the 920th FA Bn was assignsd 1o this Battallione

The Bn receivad word today that enemy activity was more on the sauthern
part of the front in this sectors Enemy infartry had crossed the Saar Rivexr
at a point S.W, of Bous with e and had dx in adlong the rivers Ab 11l
the enemy put on a uter &5t A2 TYoctaved thas two comopanies had
orossed the iver on a fary ioriug v nlhie  Some ground Wos gained and
held by the enemyy but they were wore-d w bait ad dig ine The enemy axte
illery stelled the Bn arca betirzen 1202 il zoas> Ghis dabes Battery "%
and Datbery "C! received near hits, Cne amw.bruck lrom Rattery "ot took
a near rsss resulting in five tires blowm ot on the vehicle and holes in
the body and in the &ifferentisl of the vehiclee About that time the shells
sharted to land in the area of tas Bn Hge A phone call from lir Hartig, CWO,
"That was me that you saw going into the basement, my roof just now blew
of "¢ The shelling continucd u i 2000 hours, but there were no casual-
ties to the personnel and no gw-= iare “it,  Cur wire communicabions were
oub with higher headquarters and some of She Datteries most of the time
during the shelling, but were soon pub into working condition by our wire
sectionse

»
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2 January 1245 Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 207

Reports rcceived on the counber atback yesterday showed thab the enemy
was east of the RR and south of Jadgassen. 106 Pifts were taken and the
others dispersed or werec killeds The Bn received a mew chaje of mission
this ddie from reinforcing fires of the 920th FA Bn to direct support of
the 358th FA Bne Encmy planes were over the Bn area again today and drop—
pad bombs near the Bn arca; thce blast from the borbs blew in sane of the
windows, but caused no casualties, Enemy planes were over the area all
day today strafing roads and just making themsclves a general nulSanoce
There was also a large gro of friendly dbombers over the area todays They
bombed the cnemy troons “r. the bridgehead area and in the city of Strasse
burgs as far as cculd bz sz Swre was no enemy ack-ack fire coming upe
Batbery til reccived a 1its'. artillery fire at 1635 this date; there were
a few rounds of high air buidr.s over the area at 1635¢

The Bn received informetion thot bhe OP belonging to the XX Corps Arbe
Iliery was vnder atback wud ¢hiat the zhovz might be a build-up for a counw
ter attack in tha southem part of the fronts The OPewas locabed z2bout 8
miles ST of the Bu area; Ihe 100%™ Cov Group also reporbed stepped up act
ivity on the fronbt in Their scolors

-~ | A g e
Ly January 1945 Aheirorieilors Germany D plus 209
ngn Batbery OP reported theobh they wore m2cciving some incoming meil in

the form of heavy mortar fire, JIcl Izshra wzs I the Bn C.P. for a short
visite He book the nevw éaficotion fan ~mé tas melre ¢al.culator of the Bn

back to the cngineers for duplicaticn. Sgi foite 'son, ilsg Cante® Sgby on

his regular rxn to the Group Hy reported scoing ot he bhought was an enw
emy pabrolsy 211 units in the near vicinity werce notified and alerteds The
final oubtcome of the report showed that the suspected patrol that was seen
mﬁll:ebsm of ocur troops doing a little moonlight skiing in the hills necar

Fhlsberge

> January 1945 Alt=Forveilers Gormany D plus 210

General Slack, CeGe of the XX Corps Artillery made a visit to the Bn area
boday for about 15 minutese The In pilots of the Bn had trouble all day due
to bad wecthor and were forced to tem hewd: bezauss of motor failure due to
icing. Encmy pabtrol oction was heavy apein toany in the Bn arcai one of owr
Jeeps was reoported knocked out by an cnenm pabrol vitlch was moving along the
road this side of the river in the vicinity of Wercblne 282 rounds were exee
pended by the Bn this datce

o 30 s



6 Jamiars 19k5 R TS 1 e N ca Tkl D plus 2u;

The Ba.'btal‘!o'n roset a8 se—o umasie todav. Tow biomzes Liar bod Lt Col Ninian
Le Yuille and Tec 4 Wllu__..d N DECT GF7 Fatboa- 44, A LeUZ8 :)e*w" eaf Cluuter to the A:‘r
Medal was presented to 3/:8g5 Leisr v prrtlesg.uiig
and Germany. 132 rounds wers oo .,'?:‘7
harrassing fires fired daring “h2 ru

7 Jamary 1945 Bit<urweiler, Gstmany D plus .0

Cpl Autry of Battery ®A% furnacd oug 4o bz the 41 ucky man of the Battalion, Wrom
all of the men in the Battalion he was ohta 'Ln raturn to the states on a 3¢ day
rotation furlough. Although =2verr ne 1 he i3 foritunate enough to rotlu
nevertheless, they are envious o{ nir. Byes u “AM reperted that a shed full
German T,N,T, fuzes and 8lmn Morter =mac Rau o..r. Zound near battery position,

2y r‘

8 Jammary 1945 Alt~Forweijer, Gormany D plus f.f

The Battalion Cub pilote spent another ”Ty' wibth 30ld weather hampering: i gii g
On one flight, Lt., Smith reporied tust hie was 1o w0 return home becauss rohr aal

iced and cut out, fortu.nate_..y the metor stax 'f;:uf qm in time to make a scis I

Large formations of friendly bombers werz ower the area again today carryin 1 e

for Berlin.

9 Jamiary 1945 Ll t-Formreiler. CGermarny D pixs Wk 4
General Slack; CG YX Corps Aroiller 589 gt 2030, -uon CF Pos

ceived 24 rounds of mortar Tite znad srh 1 She UP aren, No

casualtiess Later in day. HO" Zhey OF paperd STUEPHE 1N Thaiisge )

OF was smoked by the enemy - Vi:sio:llsy zers, reendad ‘mat TW0,.T: be flired In tkad

area. At 1712 Batfalion received word thab Battailcon uLi\f aad 0psSarver na fornes

dowvn by snow storm al Bouzanv’lils. f""1« g szotion under Li. Flood, Btry tBi, waih cut
on a roving gun debtail, moving weli up U0 the eusny lums and firing har“am.pr; fires
well to the enemy rear arsa, ATter *""1'-_1“ £y o~ prlied out of positim and Jirad
from another position on other tergetrs -- Missiorn dubcad: Wiask Force Flood,! Gu. i =d
10 rounds from 3 different positicns.

10 Jaruary 1945 A Alt-Forweilev, Germany D plus Bui

ﬁll the gas equv'pnen was j'in."pfz:‘l‘-' i sodny by Lb, Spring - Group Gas Cffizer,
The roving gun was out again in the lz52 5 )1_*,," (un from Btry U101 under Lit, Dizope
Right trail spade was broken during “ie firiug, Few spade was brought into posiiion
and firing continued.

11 January 1945 Alb~Ferreilor, Jddraany D plus Fu

Awards of Air Medsl were male &b the Group Alr Sorip by the Group CC o the
following: Lt Miller and Pvi. Seiionil a 51l ser Oarleal” Cluster to Thy Smithaaneg
Bronze Oak leaf Clusters to the Air Mecal ©5 Lt. Suilivan and I.t, Whiteley, The award
of one Oakleaf Cluster to each cf thu ebove Wasz for dropping supplies to cut off
Infantry behind Fort Jearne D! Arc,

12 January 1945 Alv~Forweilsr, Germay D plus 220
The inspcction team of the XX Corps, wnder Lt Col Pcet into Bn CP at 0910.
Colonel Pierce, XX Corps Ex into CP %o supervize insnect’con, The roving: gun depait-

ed Bn area to harrass enamy rcar arca 2ron forward posiiions. The Battalion Roving
Gun finished mission and returnea at 2230.

a3



13 Jurmary 1945 Alt-Forweiler, Germary D plus £2L

1 enenmy plane was spotied over +the Bethaliar arsa today. The plame committed
no hostile act and was not fired vem, The o7 gua was out again on its normal ,
miseion. Rcar tosn seen taking pasiing these Jduys. Rovcr returncd to pesiticn at 205%
Mispion completed,

U Jaruary 1945 Alt-Forveiler, Gormany D plus 322

Ou‘bpow of Btry m" rcoor"oc, onL& man clv.":‘mx by parachute betwcen "AM 2 "Servh
Ltrys = vie 21~75. Whether enemy o fri terrincd, Received letter by
messenger giving this Battalicn cue Nz afokig u.matmn in The Battle of
I orthern France, this was our scoonf Lattic pavits/pabien credit, Survey crew and
efficer enroute to Battalion posisim. ECK 150 On ,;:y curve, no cne injired,
Fnemy artillery fire plasterad fite Facvaiion avea at 2855 and 2315, the cvalziose

L St

of the shells vrc_r\-, estimated ab 150 mo. D wee wore killed snd 9 men wore injiroil In
the shelling, one round bursuving vight in the zmy 1t, killing the crew T 1
better be said right wowr thet the asove lfasucltics wnacec not of this Baths J

e

L arst on the road ;i
nlom on the wvehicl
srerbation of oo
the versonnel.,

vrore of another Bathallon ia the ncar m‘m,, Une roun
one of the buildirgs of Batb npE, X
were all over the bhed of tre wehicic,
through the buiiding bub ’f_’?‘}?’“ VIQrn Y :
gun positions oi Dogtery 6BE was § oy ?";«/ fire bat thure were ny hits
or: the gune The MHed Cificer of af’rz,_k, ; was valled %o the CP of thc LL5) oh AAN
Bn to trest the swrevnded, The guns dumg the ill‘l‘flg wore located by the FOB and were
fircd oh by this Battalion this datce.

January 19h5 -~ Alt-Forweilor, Germany D plus 223

The shelling continued during the night but not cn as large a scale as it
did during the early part of trc right, The talion submitted the names of three
men to the 20Lth I‘A Group who e Lo Be uEel S0 2o +,o the 3rd Army Depot in Bolglom
and drive vehicles baclt to tre &rps a=eas The ¢ sun was out on the road
again tonight firing into tho roar aiveas 6f Uhe 3T ana hﬂr.r‘assing their towns
and supply lines. The Battalion firced 352 rovnds this date.

15 January 1945 Alt-Forweiloer, Gormany D plus 3 2L

Three more rounds of artillery landed in the Battalion area today but they
were missess There were also witonfizmed raports cof coeny patrols in the arca again
tonight, 2ll seatries were aloried Lut no cnory r2 trols ,.lc"md up, Plans for a £ais
attack were going on ana al'c hc plans wase G thce time for the attack scs. The
abject of the attack was b0 make bhe onurr 4 with his artillery, morta: Ly o nd
machine gun fire so that iht covid and rodnseds A limited ground astack
was to be made aftaer ap artiilory poovarclur, supinewrs wore to make a fakc river
crossing by running outboari mtors an d be "*r g tie #2de of tho boats with the j;’ hfi(ii_:,
and make all scrhs of confusiig 50UNCSe TAs 1ot sy gur wasd out again tonight; one ox
the speotators of the trip was Chapisin Yogan of tha 20Lth FA Group. :

17 January 1945 Alt~Fo weiler, Cormany D plus £25

Ve hute to admit it but the battle NnF?f: Jom-:_\_es did not £all ior the fake
attack thot was put on by the Infantry. A boovy artillery preparation vwas laic dowm
and a limited ground attack made alonz with all 'f l ae noise made by the en f:mow
the only thing thet oponcd up was o2e Juriy vocilrs a0 and that was dex stroy red Uy
our mertarse The Batteli-n ardars bedar thah LLl prisoncrs capturcd -l
belonged te any P;» zos Divieion mers Su Pe g pesvicnod ond the following infornstion
obtaineds Unit 1o vhich he belanegsl, sirengtn, ] .‘L'Litics of the enany. Higher
headquarters was 2iso Be bu notificd of T.Iu srace wheeo the prisoner was boing .rlr~1<1
and where he will be obtainable for furuler ﬂupsl,n_on mg, Thc Eattalicn -exponded 2
rounds-this datos -

=30



18 Jamuary 1945 Alt-Forwciler, Gormany D plus 226

The Jerries put on an attack today using two reinforced regiments with
tanks but were being held with heavy losscs in men and tanks by our infantry
and artillery firc, The pinch of the Ardennes counter attack was being felt in
this area, most of the friendly forces that had been in this area had movcd
north to meet the attack and this Battalion along -s/ith onc division was lcft to
hold the largc front, in fact the units holding this front were covering the whol:
of the XX Corps front, Positions in thec rcar arcas were being surveyed in case
the Battalion had to displace in the facc of a counter attack by the cnamy, The
roving gun was kcpt on the move daily to moke the enamy think that there was more
Artillery in the area than there rcnlly was and the rate of firc was stepped up
all over the front, The report on thc counter attack as stated above was in the
arca cast of Trier, Germany,

19 January 1945 Alt~Forweiler, Gurmany , D plus 227

The roving gun left the Battalion area today at 1000 hours for a morning
mission for a change. Up to now all of the missions were being fired gt night.
Information was receiw d down from higher headquarters that the enemy weuld try
to push us off the bridgehead area tonight. A flare up all over the front was ¥x—
pected because the enemy had been reinforced by one new division, thought to be
the 11th Panzer Division. All of the Cub planes were ordered to be out of the air
by 1700 this date because pnzit fuzes were to be used about that time,

20 Jamuary 1945 Alt~-Forweiler, Germany D plus 228

There was a counter attack in the bridgehead area today but it was
broken up by heavy artillery fire, many of the "On Call" missions were fired
by this Battalion. In the attack 60 prisoners were taken and many more killed
in the attack. Enemy artillery fell in the Battalion area at 0650 and reports
from the soundinfs made by the 7th Observation Battalion showed that there was
also heavy artillery fire falling in the bridgehead area, Artillery fire fell
again at 0755, estimated calibre was 150mm and was reported coming from an
aszimuth of 1600 mils, At 1257 the Observer Right reported a direct hit en his
Ps N o casualties or damage done. The Battalion fired 613 rounds this date, ex-
pending most of them on counter battery missions and on call missions during the
counter attack,

2 January 1945 Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 229

0800 hours this date is the "H" hour for the attack in the bridgehead ares
in the city of Saarlautern, Capt Prior today caught 20 enemy on a bridge and
used time fire en them and from all of the reports it really did put the finish-
ing touches on the enemy when our time fire burst 20 yds over the heads of the
enamy, They were said to just fall flat and did not get up again, The 95th Div :
reported that at 2005 a large enemy patrol had slipped through the lines and
were in the general area of the Battalion, All the Battery Commanders were alert-
ed and the guards were alerted. Investigation of the report was made but ne
reliable source of information could be found, and there was no ene who could
£ive information that they had seey the patrol,
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D plus 230
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D plus 233

X orel Pyle was neld today.
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D plus 235

Chaplain Ozrber wisitad & 2i’oa a% 1012 for Protestant Services to
be held the £oi% wrls 7 L M Lk or UZ-87 was on the
roads again . L ES from Bty NGH, Lite
Dixon ard Loy
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1915 AT FORTTIER GERaNY D plus 236

wos very 1ikEle acihing ahoul, e fevtelion area toda"p Sundays
net ecanss i o 678 Liave no uwaaing in combate. Church
; aca &5 1YWe ard Protestant services ab
thalion received orders for 23 Lkl trucks. to-report to . Sasrlautern to
haul furaiture for- £ ha Arbiiiery Rest .camp
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29 Jamary 1945 AL v-Forwelter, (=.many D plus 237

Bnemy artillery was again actims -x1 th» vindiz ity today. Ld Kersh at the Bn
OP reporzed fire in his area &% Fenshers. sope wiwateiy $lrm or 150mm, The mission
was chanzed agein todoy frem zelaf: 35 257 FA Pon e reinforcing fires 102
FA Bn 26th DivFsion Lrt iilery, The 0 flaw 2 pissiims today to check the
massing of ithe Babibaliocn, Que adiuis miss Lred this sfternoon (1900) for
infantry PO - 264k Divisien, Rejvest ©:.0 tln  Licrvars - 'have gunners waish
buboles- house I am adjncwing is eorcss “he sumei,t 0 rounds were fired for effetrt-
L iarget hits, Patrol sent up to whsers ce-Tepell -tkat cries and screams 8f pain
coming from Jerries who were in the pous

30 Jammary 1945 Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 238

Mission changed again at 1030 to General Support, 26th Infantry Division,
from reinforcing fires 102 FA Bn, 26th Infantry Division, Orders were received
this day to have 2li men and one officer of the Battalion to go.to the rest camp
at Metz. 5 men were choden from each Battery excent Service which furnished k.
The Pn CO made a visit to the CP of the 2€th Infantry Division, Colonel Pyle,CO
20Lth FA Cp visited the Battalion CP at 1700,

31 January 1945 Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 239

2ly men and one officer departed thic area for mct camp at Metz for 3 days.
Pay day today -~ all men in the Battalion were paicd. Men at rest center in Metx
were paid by Class "A" Arent Officev, Lt Jones of Scrvice Btry. The roving gun
was out during the day - had difficulty in extractirg spent primer, 1 missicn was
g::.red and returned for repairs, continued mission at night. Detail was under Lt.
ixon,

1 February 1945 Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 240

General Slack, 0G, XX Corps Arty, was in the Bettalion area today. Presented
Silver Star to Lt Morefield for gzllantry in acticn in lictz sectors Today the
Battolim fired what 16 a juicy *urge® for avxiilery; 1 Dottalion sonsisting of 13
piecer of horse drawn artillery, £17 argillery in the Jorps fired on the targss -
very goud eifect was reported, Calibration was fi~cc L the afternoone Air cbzervers
Lt Smith and Lt Col Yuille were forced cdomn cae to high winds that were blowing the
plane aver enemy lines.

2 February 1945 Alt-Forweiler, Germany D plus 21

The artvillery was pounding all day long today, Including the big boys in the
rear arcss. Outgoing mail is something every aw*iilecymen likes, it sounds like
running waters the incoming mail isa'? so good, 1T smundl lilze the end of the werld.
The Dottuliion was prefented with anothar mevie *ndzw ry the hoys of the 30th Specia:
Service Coupany wno snould receive a lot of ~redi’ izr thelr werk, The show was "Sar
atoga™ with Cary Cocper and Ingred Berguan, Cur roving gun was out again tonight
harrassing the enemy rear positions and ra’sing h:ll in general,

3 February 1945 Alt-Forweilor; Germany ‘ D plus 242

After the pounding the Jerries ook in the tom of Saarwellingen yesterday,last
night, and then again at 0600 this murning they conided to smoke out observatiom.,
Smoke shells plastered the arca at tlie rate ¢i one per minute, The men who werz at |
the rest center in Metz returned todny. A1l Bottelion Commanders of the Group were
called to the Group ieadquarters fcer a meeting at 2000 bours, It was also decided
tha®s the snow had keft for good and all of ths whitc palrt would have to come off
the vehicles. (A1l the drivers in the Battalion borome browned off)..

i February 1945 Alt-Forweiler,Germarny D plus 243

The Executive Qfficer and the Survey Officer along with the survey crew wrent
to the rear arcas to survey the rear arecas and Zcnate routes out of the present
positions in accordance with the orders of the 2ocn Liv defense plaans, fgports ¢n
the river, Ncide, in the rear showed there was cialy .ne plece to cross, the river
was very high, the only place for a crossing was in the tevm cf Bouzonville, France.
Rover, more commonly known &s Ganine was out of the Battalion area.again tonight to .
do the dirty work. ‘
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5 February 19L5 Alt-Forweiler, Germany B plus 2k

EXTRA, EXTRA,-~ The Battalion is going to pave a part in a salvage drive that
is being put on by the Corps. A1l G.I. clothing, equipment, small amms, ammunition,
gas-cans, etc, are to be picked up in the Battalion area. Two Majors were in the
Battalion trying to get some informsiion for their Battelion who were as yet in Ing-
land, about to enter combat over here on this fronts They discussed combat and the
problems of supply and what to bring and what t6 leave behind,with the Battalion
Comman der and then were taken fmr a trip to the Battalion 0.P.'s. It's tooc bad we

didn't have a little shell fire coming in abeut this time to give them a little
experience under fire, which you never forget,

6 February 1945 - AlteForweiler, Germany D plus 215

Well the Battalion has been in this place s¢ long the boys arc having a hard
time trying to decide who they arc going to put up as candidate for Burgomeister;
Batbery "AM says it's going to be Pappy True, HY Btry gays it's going to be-l.— is
Janos. Kolly, Battery "B" wants Otig Kelly, Battery "C" says its going to be Louis
Gianfrancesco, and as a candidate from Service Battery we have Cpl, Ivey of Jack
Davis, both very good men,

2l i and one »fficer ef the Battalion departed for thc rest center at Metz,
The Group Dental Officer camc into the Battalion to conduct a demtal survey of the

Battalion. Cpl Bredsgard reported into the Battalion CP today prior to departing to
the Good 0ld U.S«As on furlough.

7 Februazry 1945 Alt~Forweiler, Germany D plus 2L6

The following decorations wure awarded te members of the air section: To Lt
Smith, the 6th and 7th Oskleaf Cluster to the mir Medal; to Lt Ghiteley, thc 3rd
Oakleaf Cluster to the Air Medal ond to S/Sgt Leigh, the 2nd Qaklcaf Cluster to the
Air Medal, all for Aerial flights over Brance and Germany. The roving gun was out of
the Battalion area again tonight Rarrassipg the rear areas to the Jerriess

: £

&
8 February 1945 At=Forweiler, k:arw D plus 2l7
n

We were harrasssed by another inspeetio am from the XX Corps who were
in the area making inspection of the motors, motor records, and the administrative
records of the Battalion, A survey of all the gra®n in the buildings in the tor of
Alt-Forweiler, Germany, was madec this datc by the tovm Burgomeister, the grain was
to be collected and milled for the use of the people in the towm. The Battalion
Camander went for a ride over the target area today and caught 3he enemy mortars
firing from a position in towm, corre¢t coordinates were given and the Battalign
fired for effect, When the rounds plastered the target the cnemy was still firing.
52 rounds were fircd for effect and from all rcports some one suddenly got sick, no
doubt they wenk all to pieces over the effect,

9 February 1945 Alt~Forveiler, Germany P plus 2LB

‘ ' te, Civil
Mecting of all the Battery Commanders was called at 0830 this davcs e
Affairs Offiger alse came into the C.P. te discuss with the Babta]iori C)ciJ‘mI%l}le.rld::ﬂ 1
problems of the unit in the tovm. With the coming of geod weather al oh toﬁ;1 o
body men of the town were rounded up and given {:he.job of clean:mgdup t ed %ﬁ\fc“ff'
the dump heaps in the front yards of all the buildings were cleaned up an ¥, L{ﬁ t
in the strects cleaned out. The roving gun was eut of the area again tonight i A9
mission of harrassing the rear enemy towns and supply liness

10 February 1945 Alt-Forweiler, Germony D plus 219

Capt Bennett; Asst S-2 of the 20lith FA Group was again in the Battaltion (j};IP,
with the two majors of thé Ar¥illery Groups that were in 'br}e ccn?mbat ageat togge-
battle experience for members of their command. The two Lajors were 2 0“2 G DEY dae
thrn to the UK to join their Groups, During the day the Infantry of the *'endll k: zf
defensive positions along the ridge in front of ihe Batbtery positdons. Bri ¥y a
craft were over the area all during the night,. :

Y



11 February 19L5 LLT-FOR'EIIER GEIMANY ' D plus 250

There was a pozit fusc demonstration held in the Bn area today .y members
of the Ord Dept of the U S Army. Teans woere sont out to all the Strys. The
main demonstration was held in the Bn C P for all Staff Officers and personncl
of the C P, The roving gun was out on its harrassing mission tonight and re-
ported back that they had received some countcr battery fire just as they werc
oiven close station March Order for the mission, There were no near hits and no
damage or casualties,

12 February 1945 ALT-FORVEIIRR (L ANY D plus 251

In accordance with the training schedule in the change of scctions, a detail
of men to act as the fire direction ccnter arrived in the Bn C P from try "C
under Capt Prior to take over FNC for the ™M, lNany missions were fired by the
men of Btry "C" under this plan, Starting at 1300 to 1500 on the 13th of Fcb
this plan was to be in effect. Also thore was to he no telephone communications,
all radio communications were to he used. It Hoffer at one of the Bn O P's had
been sitting the O P for 12 days and never had a fire mission, At about 1500
the phone rang in the FDC, ‘The voice on the other end of the line was yelling,
"Fire mission, Fire lidssion," 200 enemy in open, coordinates 3630-7725. Request
TOT if possihble, The mission was out of our sector but the wission was given to
the group and arrangements were made for the fire of a TOT. In a few minutes
there was a call from Group, "will fire TOT, 36 guns, 2 volleys pcr gun, con-
centration so and so, it was not long hefore "On the way" was given, When the
smoke¢ had cleared away from the target arca the report came back from the OF,
"The Bastards arc laying all over the place " "Range correct, deflection correct,
there are a few of them who got out of the fire but the most of them dont't move
anymore !

13 February 1945 ALT-FORWELIER CERIAITY D plus 252

The work of clcaning up the towm of Alt-Forweiler, Germany was really coing
forward in good shape, The detail was under Capt “‘oore in conjunction with the
CIC in the area., On an average thore were 15 men reporting ecach dar for the worke
Activity on the front was generally (uiet but there still is a little cneny act-
ivity in the arca., The roving gun was out again today and fired the normal miss-~
ions in the enemy rear arcas,

1, February 1945 ALT-FORVEIIER GLRAY D plus 253

There was a movie team into the Bn C P arca this cate, the film was on
Germany, and was required to he secn by all memhcrs of this command, The film
‘as on non-fratcrnization and was scen by all members of this command, The en-
emy in this scctor of the front scemed to have cnough of the counter-attacks
that they had been putting on for some time, 111 the artillcry in this scctor
had things wcll zerotd in and every time they tricd to counter-attack in the
bridgehead area they were forced hack with losses to men and material,

15 Fcbruary 1945 ALT-FORVEIIER GERVANY D plus 25k

The road to the Bn 0 P was recpaired today by members of this command, The
men working at the O P's were gettins tired of getting stuck all the time and
decided to do a little work on the road, With the help of other memhers of the
Bn the road was cordoroyced with logs and filled with carth., The roving gun was
out again tonight expending their rounds on the encmy rcar areas and harrassing
the tovms occupied hy the enemy,

16 February 1945 LLT-FORWEILER GHIMIATY D plus 255

The Bn rcceived notice tocay that due to vhe condition of the roads & clear-
ance is nccessary to pull a towed load over the roads in this ar-.a, A 12 hour
delay is necessay in order to get clcarance, Plans for the atvack wcre reccived
for the attack in the southern sector, At 1700 Btry " ." reported that friendly
P-U47ts had strafed and set fire to itwo ammunition trucks on the road hetween
Villing and l'elscrg, A detailcd report was made to higher hcadquartcrs on the
ahove actione
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17 Febuivavy 16:0Y AL -FORAEFTRE TFNTY D plus 256

Thore nobhe v oatiasy dn o tho brtdichend aros tadey. The enemy made the
attack s N0 Wore merniend vihh heavy Jeseecs,  'Ts atbock was made with

small groups i Tufiauiv and 5010 propedled guns. " the attack the enemy did
succeed in vamng “mo of the houscs in the ity of Saarlaurtern,

18 Februery 105 ATT-FORVITER CERIANY D plus 257

Thrce rouncs ol enemy artililcry fire el in the Bn area today at 2000

. hours, The artillory fell to the lefs of the 3n arca, as far as the Bn was
concerned It was a complete miss., Thore was no damage done and no casualtics
The Bn C Pis reporicd some erety val c and personnel moving o the road in
our sechtor, Thv tarpet was taoken wndew fi-o and the enemy was dispersed with
some casualti,

s 5y ap— e S e 3
19 Februery 1040 ALT-FOTFOTING GEIAT D plus 258

The clieaning 1p oF the wown of A t-forweiler Pﬁrmanv was going very well
under Capt .icwle and M-l { aub cheser., Cpl Lion Rn received work from the
102 F& 3o by they had i c fron XX Jorps to use only the 204 FA Bn
for fires in ihe progivdy Iiae troops {(especially massed fires).

20 February T5L5 G PHANY D plus Z59

. 1z TT Corie G Szction made an inspection of the Bn arca,
administrarti-> picoris ete,  The officer was wceil pleased with the general
appeararce of thinpgs. 1 T and 1 Cificer left for leave to Paris this date,

21 Fobrua~r 1946 ALT-FORWEI LER GERANY D plus 260

Anotn = cacmy counter-attack at 0600 in the bridgehead arca, the enemy
attack a3 repuleed with losces, (better luck next time boys). The Bn had
another G 1 show for the Rn this date, At 1100 friendly planes strafed the
arca, jusv onc burst was fired. The AAA unit sent up the recognition color of
the day and the plancs wiggled his wings and devarted, At 1705 the Jerries
threw in twe rcounds of artillery fire in the vicinity of Btry "3" and Hq Btry.
The rounds were kicked up into the air and were getting air hurst for what was
thourht to he a nigh hurst registration. That is cxactly what it turned out
to he. There was a slight pause and then they fired for effect from 2 guns.
10 rounds werc fircd for effect and 211 of the men took for cover, The sound
plot was picxed vp by the Tth FO3 and the coordinatcs phoned to the Bn FDC.

In firc for effcet +he n fired 1O rounds, since then the suns never have
opened fire acain, A Sctal of 16 rounds laaded in the arca.

22 Februarv 1347 ALD-FOFEEITER GRRUANY D plus 261
The e wiepsions “hiz dets conristed of all harrassing missions, At
1600, Capt ivore who was out on an air petrol fircd on encmy guns, In the fire
for ¢ffec lares czplosions were scen and smolie and Ilames went up 500 feet in
the air. It T firing moriars from his O P on a disabled truck sct off

a Jerric Ammmiiion ¢ ﬂn“ de+ burnec¢ arnd exploded all night,

23 FOhI‘udf'V 1»,".',;,',. J.“"':'_J.. s .'Ll LJJ.L \VA»J}{—L.A'\»—L-‘I D plus 262

Lt Kersl fnraed in the hottest piece of information of the war today, from
his 0 P, thru the b (U scope he could see one Jerry soldier necl'ing a German
Fraulein, L& {ersh did not want any fire on them, his only comment was, The
hell with firing on them, I want to wateh them," Rover was out tonight again,
all went well cxcept for one man, Pfe Edawin Pape, who lost one finger on the
traveling lock at CSMO,.
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2L, February 1945 ALT-FORVETIER CERUANY D plus 263

Today the Jerries threw in everything but the kitchen stove, It was just
after dinncr when it all startcd, the Jerries started shelling the arca of Btry
"’ and Hq Btry. The arca was well plastercd »ut there was no damage or cas-—
unaltics, thcre were many near hits but no direct hits, Shell reports w.re turn-
ed in to highcr headquarters, Capt Moore, who was on the air patroi spotted
the guns doing the firing and adjustcd on them, In the fire for effect two hits
were scen on bthe gun position and explosions seen, later in the day there were
three rounds landed in the rear of 7try "C", S/Sgt leigh who was out on the
patrol at the time spotted the guns and adjusted on them, Some dircct hits
were scen and e plosions were scen throwing objects 300 fect into the air, From
the shell reports that were turned in it was found that the shells werc 155mm
French ammunition and must have been fircd from a captured Long Tom riflo,
Outside of that we had a very quiet day,

25 ¥ebruary 1945 ALT-FOTL/LIIER GERMANY D plus 264

Reinforcements have arrivzd, two men reported to the Bn ancd were placed in
Btry YA" and Btry "3", Evcrything was very quict today, The Jerrics must not
have thought us a suitahle target today,

26 February 1945 ALT-FOTMEIIER CERMANY D plus 265

Orders were received today to transfer Capt Finocchiaro to the lst CGeneral
Hospital in Paris, Francg, licn who were on the three day passes in Paris rcturned
to the Bn this date, Rover was out apain tonight firing the mission of harrass-
ing the rear arcas of the cnemy, The Felsburg road took quite a pounding again
from the enemy liedium Artillery, 2L rounds werc 'mown to have beon firced,

27 February 1945 ALT-FORWELIER GEIGIANY D plus 266

The enemy continucd the shelling of the Bn arca today, most of the rounds
falling in the area of Hq 3try and 3try "™, MNo damage was done and no casual-
ties., The Jerrics arain shelled the arca at 1704 and continued nntil 1722, one
building was destroyed but no othcr damage was rcported, The Battalion Commander
was ordecred to report to the Group Hecadquarters with the partics for a roconne
aissancce to an arca about 25 miles north of the Bn position. The position was
located in the vicinity of 73iringen, Germany, 1 mile east of VWaldwics, Germany,
Upon return there was a meceting of all Btry Commandcrs to plan the move, (we
all hope it wi 1 bhe tomorrow, we have all been in this town so long we are about
to take out citizenship papers)

28 February 1945 ALT-FORVEI LER GURMANY D plus 267

The Bn partice went forward early in the morning to occupy the position
with orders to the¢ Pn to move the Bn up by infilltration, Btry "A" displaced
at 1500 under a cover of fog in the Saar Valley and the rcst of the Bn moved
under the cover of darkness at 1900, The Bn closcd the new arca at 2100 hours
and received the mission of reinforcing the fires of the 24lst FA Bn. Lt
Hubhard reported to the ™ for duty this date,
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1 Harch 1945 R CRRUANY D plus 268

o]

Lt Fuhhasd who reported o the ™n CO yesterds 2y Was assigned to “Lry MAM as
Asst Ineeutldive Officer, 2 B of this 3 are lesving on 30 day furloughs to il
states.  They arc to cheek out at ™ CP. Today was pagday -~ the Class "' apunt
officer for the ™ was Lt Jon,s. fwardz were made this cdate to Lhic followin: by
the Commanding Qifico r, 20! ﬁ’ﬂ 1J.w‘:: rtillery Group, Rronze Star Modalss Capt
Ellsuorth, Lt Taylor, 5/Sgt Pr ich, 5.Sgt Barney and gt Tkn Walker, Purple
Heart ledals: Cpl Dennls and P;c Schappic, Capt Prior lufd for the hospital
today,

2 lMarch 1945 VIR BRSO D plus 2069

o

The Cowmrandiny 0friccr of the 20lth Ficld Artildory Group prescented awards

at the ™ ‘ir Surip this date. L5y ook "11"' Cluster pres .nuvcd to Lt Whiteler,
Cayu Obrinsly ruported to Coumaudinzg Xficer for duty as new lcdical .0fficur at

184, The front in thls sccior ia very o __.1*._1.«,‘0.
3 iarch 194 BIRTUGHD GRRIXY D plus 270

Chanlain Carter called into il ™n CP to arrunge for clurch s-vviczs for
Sunday, L iarch. G0 Hariic irto ™ CP, had talked to Capt Prior at the hospital,
He had hoen operated on for acuvie appendicitis and wvas doing well, Lt Colon.:l
Eatel into 3n area ror inspection,

i Tarch 1915 TINGEN GDE MY D plus 271
Capt Finocchiaro cheelicd out of the m C I - r "’1.;. ‘erred to lst Comeral
Hospital ‘n Paris, Ir’; Scott »cturmud to lhospiial. Ma received varning order

2t 1530: o prepar.d o tale ovor firo: of 2Ldst PA n.  Pind who ihey have-

Irrnish 17 0 ovm and put i wire cormmmications, 0:2ficial infermation off bhi:
tasine ovur or the fires of the 2Llst ¥ ™1, Tais ™ in Dircet Juppord of 1258th
Earineers to hecome effictive 0600, 5 iarch 1955. Change of coater linus w.re
recelvec at 2000 hours for all hatocrics, This change nmalice move conplete
coverage of front,

-
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RIRTI G D plus 277
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13 Harch 1945 IRSCH, GERMANY | D plus 280

At 0300 the entire front broke leose into illuminating flame - the attack
was one This orgonization fired 1574 rounds of 155 Howitzer ammnition in the
short space of 15 hours, During the corly phascs of the attack heavy concentratiens
of enary artilicry and Nebelrerier (Screcmin' licamic) fire fell on front line
~lonense In athompt to debermine the vosition of the lebelweriors, Captain.
Hechanicky, Capt Lengham, Cpl FEaker, and Lt Carr and S/Sgh Burlsley went forward
to obscrve, Reaching the twp of a rise here enemy movenents covld be obaerved, the
above mentioned party were bracketed by a velley of Nehe Fortuwately, the
party ras ablc to take cover and ao aities were suffered arcciess of the
personcl risk invelved the pari, waged to determine the origin of the fire and
the fire of our Battalion was broui:c to bear on theme We are still woiting for
1tl’u;rn_’c,c» fire onother volley, in otner words, Nebclwrerfer Keput or hix Screamin'!
LCA11eSe

TiCx

1l Lareh 1945 IRSCE, GERLANY D plus 281
Batt~lion rumained in position,
15 Yarch 1915 SCHILLINGE!, GERUANY D plus 282

Bottalion displaced to PASCHEL,GE®ANY, strnyed there ~ few hours and pressed
on to Schillingen, Germany. Hore we daacnstrated conservative use of menmpowers
Forrurd obsorvers not nceded - just look out the window of the CP, Ve went into
position in full viar of the enanye. 1130, mission of Battalion chonged to General
Suport f 9hth Infantry Division, Duc to the aggressive rcscnnaissance of the

attalion Commander the displaccment to Schillingen was mades This neve put the
Rattolion in o fine tactical position to accomplish its mission and eighteen hours
in acvonee of any other Corps Artiilory Battalion in support of the 9lith Division,
A fcr rounds of encmy artillery firc burst in Schillingen upon our occupatione

16 March 1945 KULL ; GERMANY D plus 283

Battalion displaced to Kell.Germany. Reconnnissance g rities narrowly escaped
ccmy harrassing firc on the town. Battalzon mode 2 one ~ two occunatisn without
incidinte Before digplacing fran Schiliingen a heavy cnemy artillery eoncensration
1l-ndcd in the open ficlds 1000 yaoras cact of the towm, It was swell shooting ~ a
nomplete misse Thore wasn't apytiiag within 500 yards of where the concentration
lanicds Bottalion Headquarters was cstablished in the railroad station at Kell and
a rushing busincss was had in railword ticketse If we had let him; Sgb DeVrics
would still be sitting therc waitving for the Kalamozoo Linmited to comc in,

17 tareh 1945 BIERTELD, GERMANY D plus 28l

Brttalion marchad to pesitions ncoar Bierfeld; Gurmany. This displocement wns
the most difficult yet cncountored. Roads were soft and middys making tc nccessary
to make ropairs in addition to using ficld cxpedients in difficult traction, As if
this vmsn't cnough, enroute we had to eross a very high hill, whosc only road was
very muddye

13 March 19)5 BIZRFELD, GERMANY D plus 285

At 0130 this datca + 15 mn chomy patrol mads o hit nnd run attack on #4 pieve
of Chorlcy Battory. Scntries at the position immediately cngaged the' encmy with
enrbine fire, The action lasted only 10 seconds, Encmy used automatic weapons to
spro2y the arca, aftor coming up from the rear. Threc of our men werc killed and two
womundeds those kille d wercs Pvb Ward 15, Burt, Pfc Joscph Masty, and Cpl Kenncth
Hrrthe Thise wounded viere: Pfc Froneis L, Levigne and Pfc Joscph licMenus. Battery
personnel countered wAith small arms firc but no cnsunlties werc lcft by the encmy,
Prisoncrs taken the next day were all from the 187th liountain Infantry Regiment, 2nd
l'ountain Divisions

=)} D



18 tiarch 1945 (Conttd) BICRFEID GIRILANY D plus 285

s dayx also marked a change of mission to General Support 12th ‘rmored Division.
iaison Officer with radio was furnished Y this Battalion to work with Cub planes
this organization, all, in turn, working in close harmony with Combat Command R,
th irmored “1v1u101. These cub planes were the eyes of the armor, Time after
tire accompanying observers would renort cnenmy colwrms moving eastward along escape
roads o the Rh'ne River, The I} O nassed the information on to the ..rmor Commander
wlhio in turmm requested T.C assistance. Vhen the P L7's arrived, our cubs would circle
the target and route-mark for the big brothers, who went in for the 1:ill. These
little cubs and the pilots and ohservers who flew them truly did an invaluable job
cring the pursuit to the Rhine, In five days, Iiaison pilots of this Battalion,
worliing with the 12th [rmored Division flew 80 combat hours,

19 larch 1945 ToRITID GDRIINY D plus 285

Battalion sent oulb patrols today to comd surrounding territory. . few
isoners have been picked up.

+0 Te.veh 1943 . BRUCKEN (DL B g BOY

reanization displaced to Bruclen, Germany,

21 larch 1945 ROTHSELEIRG GRRIALY D plus 288

~11 houses searched for firearms, and other military ecuipment. OSurrounding
weods searcled by combat patrols, . total of Ll prisoners captured, Civilians
reported th -t approxinately 100 H¥azits under comaand of a Ceneral are holed up in

a -uvarry approximately 3500 yards risht of the Batialion position, Sentries alerted

£o1 vegeihle atltacz. On one of the comhat patrols, one of the Krauts tried to escape;
PTe Camadizare «v-ed up on hin T1uh Iis .50 Cal machine gun, splititing his head open.
¢ dislance rvom which hit vras had was at least 1000 yards,
2 tlareh 1945 ROTISRLIG GORNY D plus 289

Gronp C O awarded Bronge Ster l'edals to the following: Captain David Prior,
Captain Dean T Schumacher, Captain Louis II Sharpe, Captain Carro 1 N :iadsen, li/Sgt
Jotar Tpr'71, Sgt “1fred CLam\o, Sgt ifalter I Coodwin, Sgt irrel P Larsen, lst Sgt

oward S Betenson, 1lst Seb Dlmer I Tliite, Tec L wlhert liinpet, Pfe Clarence D Nay.
23 prarch 19i:5 OIFSTLIN Cotdi NY D plus 290

M 23 Yerch Battalion reccived relief of mission, CGencral Suj
Tivision and tosether with I Corps, reverted to arry reserve. Dis
bo velit and clezn ups

oport 12th Limored
placed to "olfstein,

IS

2y rarch 1245 WOIFSTITN CLRILNY D plus 291

Tewn searchoed for firearms, and other military ceuipment, MNotification received
that ke 3 men 'dlled on 18 i rch are buried in U3 Idlitary Cenmete at Harm, Luscuburg.
D, J

~* & ~ ot - ATyT -
25 larch 1245 VWOIFSTLTY CLRLILLNY ' D plus 292

three officers and 15 EM leave on passcs to Paris, Battalion placed on 6 hour

1lcrt.
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26 iarch 1945 PLANIG GERINY D plus 293
Battalion displaced to assernbly arca near Planig, Cermany and there reccived

alert orders for displacement to position near liainz, Cermany.

27 ifarch 1945 HECYSTETH CERMNY D plus 294
Battalion displaced to an'+ oits vic Hechsheoim, Qermany. Battalion received new

nission of General Support XX Corps. 21 possillie preparations were nade for pending

attack at 0170 28 ifarch 1945, to establish %ridgchead across DRhine River,

28 Harch 1945 HECETSHE™Y CTRMANY D plus 295

By mid afternoon this day, thc no-fire line had moved eastward across the Rhine
River, the attack had heen launched, the “ridge-head secured, and the enemy was out of
range.,

29 larch 1945 HECHISHEIH QERILL D plus 296

At 0900 Battalion received CSII0, he prepared to move out after 1000 hours upon
30 nminutes notice. Purpose, to cross the Fhine River at ifainz and to proceed east-
-wapd along prescribed route in General Support &5th Division 'rtillery. L fact to bhe
noted at this time is the fact the Battalion reached the Rhiue Diver exactly one year
to the doy from the time it departed from the states,

30 ifarch 1945 _ OXEREDN CERILLN D plus 297

4t 1745 Bn departed positions at Hechtsheinm, Germany, and cntercd the ghost city
of MMainz, After a slow approach to the pontoon brid-ec across the Rhine, the Battalion
crosscd the Rhinc River at 2300, Upon crossing the river ithe Battalion continued ite
march, destination unknovmj; keep going until you hove to stop.

31 larch 1945 H.TWNTLCH GLR Y D plus 290
OhOO, Battalion has been traveling 21l night ~ Bn to halt and to remain in ﬁ““ce
for remainder of night cach bhatiery to have : t least 2 fionk rumrds out., Battalion

- .
0745, column neving agrin, Srrived ab

an woes capbured,

to report to Group ¢ 0 at head of col:
Frienscen, Gernany at 1100, During shord stey here a German

It is cloined by the people of tevn theth he a0 an ardent Fotionnl Soeialist and
that it was he who shot and kil ed o veeie n Pilst chow e dp s ciaty

2y Decembcr 19hli, At 1540 Breddeldaon ro.odi suu Ao lo i Coriw vLonaey position at
Hattenbach, Germany., At the clmse 50 Toreh “hi: Bavtalion hr? traveled 110 road milec
b»y'q& thL famous Cerman iver, i [hiro Mhe uarohing s tough and mgeed. For oshe
nost part, roads were baid Hucaunﬁ 0L Wi ours; blovin hridocs, mud, cold, darkmes

and Wlth very little sloep, Over and aheve the normsl lond carricd on velneles this
Battalion, 310 douzhhoys were %*t“ hed for trancporlation, hut not for raticns., It w3
with pleasure that the men and officore of this Battalion shared "C" rations and colico
with the wighty doughhoy.

o 1l =



4 April 1945 Beenhausen, Germany D plus 299

April arrived with a combination of Easter, April Fools Day and fair weather,
in addition to that we also received a chaonge of mission, that of reinforcing the
fires of the 867th FA Bn, of the 65th Dive. The Battalion displaced at 0720 and
after a two hour march arrived in the city of Hersfield, Germany, a fairly large
city, Here the Battalion dispersed its vehicles in the strects of the town and a=
waited further orders, It was here also thot the Battolion witnessed, for the first
time, the mass liberation of forecign enslaved workerse After years of cnslavement
the workers w.ere jubilant of their sudden liBeration and they wore high in spirits;
in more ways than one., They swarmed the tovm, laughing and shouting, and waving the
bottles of liquor, All of a sudden, looting started throughout the busincss section
of the city. Workers took all they could carry — it was o common sight to see a ragg
ed individual enter a store and in a few miautes loter come out dresscd to kills Be-
fore the policc force could organize, many of the shops had been gleancd of their
Warese Law and order was finally restored and things rcturned to their normal seduenc
At 1550 the Battalion departed from Hersfield and after two more moves settled for
the night at Becnhausen, Germany,

2 April 1945 Cornberg, Germany D plus 300

The 2nd of April was also a very hcctic day, the weather was bad, it rained
most of the day and the Battalion was going to displace, The Battalion Commander
and party deported for the reconnaissances They followed the leeading elements of
the infantry to the tom of Cornberg and turned left at the tevm of Cornberg to g0
to the town of Rockensuss where the goosewcgg of the Battalion was locatcde On reachs=
ing the high ground overlooking the tovm they noticed an explosion = between the
party and the town - and people running, Upon questiening , they insisted that dherc
were no German troops in the towm, liot satisficd with the answers reccived, the Com-
manding Officer, with the Wire Sgt, Communications Chief, Survey Sgte Sgt liajor and
the driver of the vehicle, mounted a 3/l ton vehicle with 50 Cal lachinc Gun and
drove into the tom to make a further investigntion, Upon turning the corner and go-niif
into the toim, two Jerries werc seen crossing the strect and werc grected with a bura
of machine gun fire from a U5 Cal Thompson — making them dive for cover, Both of th:
Jerrics threw off their helmets and guns and came out with hands over-hcade Sensing
that the enemy was in the toim in forcc the party moved into the towm with all possiit
speed and utilizing the element of surprise, sped down the main strect, cut the enar,
forces in hnlf and then fammed eut to clcan out the rest of the tovme Sgts Morris ant
Gillies received the surprisc of their 1ife when they rounded onc corner and ran inie
15 Jerries in the streete. One of the Jerrics was aiming a Panzerfoust at the corner
trying to ambush o vehicle that would twen the Cornery Letting some shots fly in the
dirgction of the Jerrics and then getting into the cover of the buildings to avoid
getting the effect of the Panzerfaust, On tacing 2 socond look down the gtreet and a’s
taking a couple pot shots the Jerrics decided that thoy had cnoughy some surrcndercd
and somec took off for thc tall timber, Sgt Weteh manning the 50 Cal Mackinc Gun was
having a field day until the machine gun suffercd a broken feeding pawl-and the gun
would not fire but onc round at a timce Nost of the troops were driven into the hills
and retufned somc of the firc, Some of the men flanked the right and left of the tow:
and fired down into the tovm, After a fight that lasted abeut 1 hour and”30 minutes *h
last Jerry was rounded up, A total of 1L men of the recon porty accounted for the foil.
ing: 2 killed, 3 wounded and L2 prisoncrse A1l of the wounded were treated and cvacunis
to the hospital, The rest of the prisoners werc marched to Cormberg and turncd over t:
a service company of an Infantry Regiment as a cadre for a PW cage that they were tut
to cstablish, The Recon perty returncd to the city of Cornborg, Gormgmy, and stayed for
the nighte '
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; dioresuted tn BoTEseT auvans i GO houws to Hornel, Gorms 7y
ond closed at 1295, One prisomecr of war in civitian clothes wos cap uurffl and

twned over Yo PWEs Chango of mission was received ap 1800 Brttalion to con-
Tinue support of 65th Infantry Division w At:LZl out of range ond then revert

St uor't of 76% h Tonfantisr )J.Vl Sion,
i HORIES , GERUIANY - D plus 302
ain Ellsworth, Dottalicn Com O, rccovered 1 dog tag of an umliccm

an aviator, fron a Gurman civiliane The CGfficers name was Chorles
,nunL.{; ond he was shot domm and killed on 13 W‘Toh,w 194, Grave of the
Americon ‘eviator is 100'\ bed J_n oI p""_éi[ OT),J3 B (Be3 = 717 () ¥ap Rb 1/100,
000, GERMANY, AL 2130, 5 yr-dn elvildian
clothes werce captured .il”l Strip md turned
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B Lprdl Iohb HORI T D »lus 303

The two men mentioned in accomnt oi
this time in o horizontal. pos: ition, The whys and -
1\110..ng
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6 Aprdl 1945 KRATMPHA TSR , GRIQIANY D plus 30k
Brttnlion received chonge of mission to sumport 80th Infantry D vigion,

OO received.od 15U5 and near position elosed ab Yr'wutul msen, Germany, .at 2105,

7 april 19 5 GOTiTA  GRITANT D plus 305

Clerred positions at Krauthe uscng Gormany, ond con tinued treck to vicinity
Gotha 3“ s ﬂauc 1ion positions here were in o former Germen Officers!
creecls, wno ronlly a spacions sceteup, Imge club rooms, bars, running

v, cloctric lights, comfortable stuffed chedrs, flush~toilebss and the
other comforts oi civil. izntion, There were hmge warchouses Jx,m'rd with all
Moo of ivemsjclobhing, leather goods, machiner; ur@npcns, and other array
sy equipnents Last but not lenst there were w-ul] stocked PX'o there, This
Was o very. _nm > billet whide it lasted,
8 April 1905 GUITHERSLEDRL ; GE AN Y D plus 306
A% 0900 Batbalion rconnnissance party was ordered to find  posdtions
in the area of Cunthersleben, Geimanyes The partics moved out, marched at 1100
and closed in new nngitions at 1140, Some (‘om,( rn was felt for the security of
the JUOuZl'b.LOflu becanse it was on the point of the front lines. Upon checking
wiith fthe organization on the i‘l‘x.’s;'hu it was found that the situation was well &
in hand, In this position we hpd the distinction of being the most casterly
of smy artillery unit in the Third Armr, From this position oo, a number of
oi"’;icors mn} enlisted men of this organizntion mad srip to the nearby tovm
t, Here the enamics and civilions from ¢ countries were
by crecuted, and cremsteds or consumed by cher process. Long tronche
£illed with partinlly deteriorated bodies; ms ol them, Elscvhere
el with the smell
trated by-
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rere sbacked in tiers, like cord=wood, The Seae
":.'01'1. It i3 beyond all dmogination to visualize Lhe Locror perpe
Se Mo one with any semblance of humanity couvlid have

L7 executed what these
hads The place has been dubbed by those who it oas My We
Tighb,
o Toril 1015 COLSTAT D pius 307

Bettalion moved on to ,)Lw,a,g ;
~0
) Apadl 1945 T-‘Rl_ D plus 300
Displ: cement to Fricnsto Aty G '

13 April

Jo e

L5 PTEFTT
Jion moved to Tiefthal, GcT'n‘m Upon arrival,

e
ERIENT

FERMANY D plus 309

bt Patinlion was noti-
ficd of the formation of » nav f"t“ounmnt oL whieh the lon \Was o parte
(roupment to consist ol 3*h T4 Bn, 2hlst FA Bn, and 204th Fi Bn, Battalion
rnder of 313th 74 ™n to be Commanding Officer,
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12 April 19LS . TI4iTHAL, GERMANY: © D plus 310

Battalion 2emained in position this day, firing several missions. Today the Bn
received its first leveling missions The mission was on the town of W LBACH, Gii-
MANY which refused to surrender-and was giving advancing infantry trouble. The
people were told that if the town did not surrender at 1700, the arviliery would be
tuwmned loose; which was accomplished at 1715 to the tune of 15 volleys from all
12 niecess hen the infantry advanced inbo the town, there was not a rifle shot
fired, The Bn was called upon to furnish ten 2% ton trucks with drivers anil assis—
tant drivers to be placed ab the disposal of the XX Corps, %he above incident cut
motor transportation of the Dn to the quick, but trucks were furnished as ordereds
iission of Bn also suffered a change — at 1555 the Commanding Officer received no-
tice of relief of assignment and was to revert to group controle

13 april 1945 KLEINSCHJADIAUSEN, GARMANY D plus 311

Battalion made plans in conjunction with 2ldst #a Bn to move to the town of
MITIMHLIAUSEN, Germany, apsroximabtely 2 miles north of drfurt, Germany. The move
was made to strengbthen the defense of the RBabttalion, due to the scarcity of other
troops in the area; the town to be occupied jointly with the 2llst Fi Bn for mu-
tual security. During the last few days, due to our scarcity of transportation
facilities, all movements have becn made shuttling,and through careful planning
and co-ordination we have managed to have all our personnel and eguipment where
and vhen they were necded. The Bn displaced and closed in the position when orders
were roceived for the Bn to move to tiae towm of ILETUSCIIADIAULIN.

1l Aprdl 1945 PORSDORF, GERMANY D plus 312

This day found the Bn on the move againe. Utilizing the German Aubtcbalmn, thanks
to Herr Mitlerts foresight,; the Bn moved 72 miles as fast as safety would allow.
svidently he never realized thabt you can roll on concrete both ways. Our engineers
will probably send him a cactus seat cushion for his kindness. Bn closed in vicinity
of Porsdorf, Germany abt 1200, lig or Cronin left the Bn for the hospital, and Cephuin
Prior, BC of C Battery reported fnr duty as Battalion S-3. Bn reconnaissance party
made route reconnaissance ab 1300 to area vie lecrane, Germany and reburned at ZOKS
after completing mission. Conference was called with all Rabtery Commanders and Stafi-
move to be made early next morning.
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-5 April 1945 ZUMRODA, (G sRMANY D plus 313

The Battalion moved out of the area of Porsderf, Germany and out on te the Auto-
bahn and to the towm of licerane, (Germany, .Je will have to say that the Fuirer really
knew how to build roads. The Babtalion rcally made time on the Autobahne All the dri-
vers of the Bn really onjoyed it; it was a far cry from some of the slow=moving on
some of the bad dirt woads that we have been on. Later in the day, the Bn moved out
of the position zt lieeranem Germanys. One platoon of AL was assigned to bhe Bn this
date; the platoon was from the 633 AAA Bn.

16 april 1945 WITT.IN3DORY, GERIANY D plus 31k

(O the morning of tho 16th in the baz of prisoncrs there were two that were
slightly out Af the ordinary run of prisoners. e had captured two German Wacs vho
had been working as teluphone operators in the city of Leipzig, Germany and thelr
homes were in Ifunich, Germany — the telephone nunber of the girls we did not gebe
Through our courbtcsy, though they were of a different calibre, their new residence
was coon the same as that of theilr brothers, the P.k. Evening arrived and the Bn con—
tunued its trek ~ this time bto JITTENSDORF, Germany, a small tovn on the outskirts of
Chemnitz, Germanys Chemnitz is the last stop beforc the big towm of Dresden where we
were bo meet our allies, the Russianse

17 April 1945 WITTBNSDORE, GERHANY D plus 315

At 0030 in the morning the phone in the J.P. rang and the Group Zxzocutive was on
the phone and gave the Bn an alert, pending o major move after 1000 hours, The nature
of the move was unknovn and the destination was still scerete At 0835 the Group Comas
ander called to‘say that the Dn would not move today and was bo continue with same
miéigion. At 1910 the Bn recceived orders to 3.0 at 0530 the next moraing and depart ab
0015

18 April 19L5 , LM, GERMANY D plus 315

On the morning of the 18th, the Bn moved oub on the time scheduled, The nature
and the destination of the move was cxposed and all our dreams of mecting the Russ—
ians werc gone, when thoy told us we were moving to another sector of the fronte On
the march the Battalion hit the Autobahn and moved to the rear through the toms of
GERA, JENA, VETIER, which is the home ef the notorious Buchenwald Concentration Camp
in which many of the political prisoners of the Nazi Government were kept, andt hen
moved to ZRFURT and then south to CObARG and then still further south to the toim of
LA% ncar BAVBERG. Here the Bn closed an asscmbly area abt 1810, e are now in the
hilly country above the 7th Army sector at the approaches to BAVARIA, the homc of
the Nazl parvys During the day, the Bn traveled 180 miles; all of the vehicles that
started the move also moved into the asscubly arcae

19 April 1945 LA, GERIANY D plus 317

The Battalion sbayed in the asscmbly arca this date, normal dubies prevailed,

o



20 April 1945 DOABACIH, GLiRMANY D plus 318

This day was really a day of moves, starting at Lahm, Gemany, through Zips, and
into pogition in the vieinity of Pagenche, Germany. Ab 1800, the Bn CC and party iont
An reconmaissaarce in the vicinity of the torn of 2agenohece The Bn 1:£6 the arca and
eclosed in the arca of Doimbach, Germany at 2100 hourse

Round expeaded this date : 101

21 april 2915 CRITTENBERY GRUSWALD, GERIANY D plus 319

the Bn CO and the Bn S-2 wend to the 608th FA Bn CP with the instructions to all
of the Dattery nartics bto stand by for furbther orders, irom the above C.FP., the Bn G0
and the Bn 5—2 made reconnaissance for new positions. Batber y Comaanders were called
by radio to meet the Bn 00 av a designabed T)O:'u'ri;: In the reconmnaissonce, the dn 5-2
sapturcd L ciomy nrisoncrs on the road and trwmed them over to the P.be

2 April 1945 LUP ERSRICH, CB

D plus 320

The 3n devarted the area nf Crittenberg, Gemany and moved to the arca of Lupper-
srich, Germany, The In has been umoving on o vory fast pace the last fowr days; firing
was done whon necessary to persuade tho J(,rx'J.(,s into rea.ll zing that vwe rcally mcant
business and wiere lllt\.,udlﬂg to love in on thaom, vhich we dida

23 ipril 1945 LITYERLSCTWANG, GRRMANY D plus 321

Mission of Bn changed to reinforcc fires of 609th FL Bn, Tlst DJivision _.rbillcrya
Clcared position at TLupnersrich, Germony and rovid bto Hauscn, Germanys After a brief
stay, the positions were cleared and Jn closed ab Litterischwang, Germonye

2l april 1945 ‘ PAMHOL?, GERMANY D plus 322

In a conversabion with tho (rowup bow andcer, Colonel Pyle, the Rabtalion Comracndery
Lt Col Yuille, was informed that the Bn had been commended by Tlst Division Artiiiery,
who we arc supporbting, on its oporatlonm, Battalion has moved into its prescal posi-
tion at Pmwolz; Germany smootily, specdily, and without interfering -dth J:c.e no Ve
nents of the Division's comoncuts, The fact to be noved was that vhile division Art-
illery was wonduring how and when they could move us into our allotbted oooso-«‘g 2y *1-"57
were inforied thial, we had moved and werce in position; 1;.,.«1, and rC b.,q,r to fire any miss-
ion for the divizion in our zonc of fire., This, though a wevhat shox '-:1",“~;‘h, wns a
suprisingly diificult one. The roubte Lo ba cravelicd ulbulcd c*’o'*"‘m

Coturtse

esy Card, an wihammed nilivary bridge across a strean; the approacics to Lm, gl NGO—
essitated a l‘l‘j“tﬂ:“-,l“:.,fiﬂ_:‘. tum which could b. mancuvercd by the 1*\3.1\:1(111&. venlelos,; bt

not by the prime-movurs with the hog-legs in tow, To accormplish this, the princ-movor
was brouzht nro*uni as far as 30\.>ulbl(,7 the howitger was then unshackled, the trail ati—
ached to o 3/L ton W/C by tov chain and pulled siraight ahcad, The gwn crovs thon non-
handled the picce around o that it faced down the bmd\,o, the primce-nover backed wn»
and the plece was then hoisted into place and th: wvehicle proc\:«,;“xcd with its load;
This onor%;on was by necessity ropoated for cach of the twelve piccos. To furthe:
corplicate n this was carvied 01:0 wmder sniper fire from the owr—-loo&m.g ﬂ..Lll?
As was labte® discovered, the sainers were a group of 2ly cneny soldicrs who had boon
lcft behind to harrass our nersonicl atbon pth' to utilize tm, bridge. All the snipers
were captureds o move under the above-mentioned conditions and yob to arrive at our

dCol’n vted spot without hrnpering the Division we were sup_gor'bll,u was an accoiplish-
ment worth 1*v.1t10p1113.
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25 April 1945 BRENTERG GORIMANY D plus 323

This was again a day of novenent but odd in Jhc fﬁct that we, the medium
artillery, werc as is often our lot, spearheading the attack, We start uﬁ
rear, approach the center, lo and behold, even the cavalrf and jntmntny eat our
dust - dusk finds us at Brenberg, Germany - just short of the Beautiful WWue
Danube, Tncidentally, in occupying present positions we policed a totzl of
217 enemy prisoners, Our Yed partners this n*,ht arc the 5th Pangers. TRefore
us were only the Irauts, P. Se. 0300 next morning the infantry caught up with
us,. On afternoon of 25th /pril 1945 at 1615 AOUTQ, ¢ 0, this JatL 11ion, It
Col fMnian T, Yuille, and his reconnaissance party consisiins of Batterr Coimander
of each batlory, and his party, departed asscubly area Kirclberg, Curnany to
reconnolter possible positions near A1tCQ'hann, (urmany. Upon arrivin: at
Altenthann, C 0 this battalion received orders ©rou G 0, 60Tth F. Ba, 7lst Inf
Division, to continue further rcconmaissance and to occupy positions nesrv
Rroqnhoro, Germany. 45 1910 houlm, this at alion was marching toward /[liten-
tn“uu, at some time battalion recomaissance party was broceeding towsrd :enn—
borg, followed by Battalion S~2, Laﬂf 5"11;m G Mechanicly and rowbe-mariing
party. Trom [ltenthann forwa-d to Brennberg the route wes untravoled through
hilly wooded terrain, “P”a”&ltl;, no other 'S vehicles had bcen on the road.
Capt Eechanicky, tnowing the hattalion recomaissance party was already at Brenn-
berg, marked the route to destination and then decided to return to the small
village of Ribersbach, Germany to pick up two Cerman soldiers he had scen there.
It wzs now 2100 1 nours. Upon passing the head of the mattalion colwim, Capt
NMochanicky requested a ,50 Cal MG scetion from the hattalion fixecy he alao
lisled the service of Lt Orville & I4ller and his driver, Cpl Glenn C Nielson,
lipon a : roachlng the town, they nucsblonﬂd two Russians as to the number of
German soli’crs in Bibershach., They sald tluye were one “hundred, The 450
Cal MG was set up to cover the village qtvslb'wﬁﬁlﬂ the remainder oi bLhe party
deployed aromnd a sunken road leading around the town. One Russian was sent
in to tell the Germans to come out; this failed, Capt ”wch&nﬁc%r and Lt ifiller
hamediately ran into a house and captured two Jerries without ar fight. These ,
two Gerwans were told to inform their ¢ 0 to assemble all pursonnel outside of
the towm or it would be shelled and burned., The rcsult was startling. Posche
care from all attics and doorw:ys; ahont onc-thiird had their women with them,
all were ugu)JMWfr, Capt lcchanicly commanded an ofiicer to have the capi-
count ofl, in ail there woere one hundrod nln'fy—throe (193)« The women were
in Bibershach ~uc the 123 prisonors were interned in Breanberg. The
talion commander and party caeptured ninety-four {9)) other prisoncrs near
rxoon their reconasaissance,

2 1945 WEISENT GHRLIANY D plus 32l
This day, Lt Mdiler and *t Clarcnce ¥ Taylor with the battalion avmo tiain,

wiiile passing the village of Hauser'.ach, near 3Ribcrsbach, saw several cnemy in

the village, The town was covered with.,50 Cal g and 305 prisoncrs were taken.

The total prisoner bag foi this batbtalion from 1607 25 April to 1800 26 April

wag five hundred ninety-two (90 )e 1130 this date, battalion cleared positions

at Broanbere and pro occuded to Weiseut, Germany, .t 8&0 this -eviening, the Bn

celebrated an auspicious eveni, the firing of the 50,000th round of anpunlblou

to be fired by this organlzatjﬂn in combat, The prﬁJccttla wras duly festooned

for Ule event and as if guided hy the hand of fate, it was observed as a target

hit, an enemr vehicle being the recipient thereof, The occupants of this wvehicle,

evidently seising tlic honor the Bn had bhestowed upon them must have gotten very

excited because when last secn, thg went "all to pieces,n :

27 ipril 1915 CRTSLING CGLRIANT D plus 325
Battaiion displaced from positions at Weilsent and at 1125 the ™ crossed the

Danube River at Sulzbach, Germany via pontoon bridgze, The "Beautiful Blue Dsrube®

wasn't blue, itrwas green, We have taken the liberty to believe that since Hitler

changod everything else in Coermany he probubly changed the color of the river too,

Batta.ion closed position at Rosenhof,sGermany but only for a bricf period. Shori-

ly, thereafter, Bn cleared flosenhof And procceded to CGeisling, Germany for (Closurc,
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28 April 17L5 GELSLING, GsANY : D plus 326
Battalion rcmained at Geisling, Germany, nothing cventful transpircde ‘
29 April 1945 STitASSKIRCHEN, GERMANY D plus 327

Battalion displaced to Aiterhofen, Germany where they closed ab 11l0s Ten ro-
inforcements werc reccived by Bn and assigned to Battories. at 1OL5 Babbalion am

CHTTY A QCTT™ e

gain displaccd and closed final positions for day at STRASSKILRCHIN, germanye
30 April 1945 UNTER-DACHING, GRRMANT D plus 320

In scarching cellar of CP, the flying clothes and Mac iest of an jmerican o~
viator were discovered, Upon investigation, class ring and onc do;; bag wore also
discovercd. Flyer was declarcd to have been killed by flak ncarby on 15 April
1945, Grave was found in village churchyard, marked by paper markcr on crosss
Avictor's name is Lt Edward ¢ Brinklcy, 077 352, Dog tag was attached to marker
for morc positive identification. ifanncr of death was verifiad by French Pitse
At 1000, Battalion displaced o utzenbach, Germany and ab M55 displaced again

N

to positions at Unter—Daching, Goermanye
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1y 1945 VETHERRY GERMANY D plus 329

The dramatic entry of a month which may very well contain one of the most
significant days oi* history the day when cormunications throughout war toim
Furope will blare out with the words, "Cease Fire," The rumors of peace persist-
thoy have been heard frequently recently - so frequent that they must have sone
credence, With the coming of May there was also the coming of the falling of
more snow on the Southern Scctor of the ¥ iestern Front, The 2 Cormander and
party leit for reconnaissance at 0835 a nd at 0940 the leading eloments of tho
% displaced to the new area hy infiltration., The potential enery ohservation
nocessitated the displacement ny infiltration, The battalion closed.in the new
arca at Pilsting, Germany at 1130, Although the bhatteries were in position, the
position wag more or less a rendezvous area preparatory to crossing the Isar
River at lendau, Germany., At 1230 a call reccived from C O, 20Lth Field ‘rti-
llery Group ordering the Dn Corrander to Lcﬁort to Group Headquarters at 1400,
Reporting as ordcred the Bn Commander with the Group Commanmr were presented
the ‘ir Medal by the Commanding General, XX Corps Artillery for participating
in ae.z.":'!.a]_ flights in France and Cerndny. The remainder of Lthe day ior the mn
wos just another M"Parade Rest," on the alert to move and yet the care and clean—
ing of materiel and personal equipment was in order. The time for the river
crossing for the battulion was set at "™ hour plus nine hours and the time of
"It hour was undetermined, Bn Commander and party crossed the rivor bridpe
soon aiter "HY hour and woved te the position in wliich the Bn wac to move later,
A5 the d v closed the Bn was on the road moving to the approaches of the Isar
River Bridge or the crossing of “he river, which to this ™n was just another
river to cross prior to the end of ihc wawr, The weatler was bad, the night ws
black and there was a light fall of snow on the ground, making the movemcat of
the battalion dangerous. 'The move was made over .the irorst of roads filled ¥
bhlovm bridzes and craters left hehind Wy the retreating Jerrics, The M re: i

istered with eifht rounds from this pos ition, it is possible that these wiil he
" the last rounds “ircd “y the hattalion in combat in this war.

1

L
- UN

2 May 1945 RUNDIG CTANY ' D plus 330

At 0025 on the 2nd of May the Bn crossed the Isar ‘tiver at lLandau, 1Ay
and moved Vo the position arca, D:.f.«.nruﬂ*y in moving on the soft roads was en-
countered and mary vehicles became mired down and had to be w' nched out. %
0600 the Bn closcd in position arca. M e was little time spent here hecause
the ™n Commander called a meeting of al“. Nattery Commanders at 0830 and briefed
them on the situation and the coming ew >nts of the day. Bn Commander and party
departed the area on reconnaissance at \1/4), located new positions and gave C310
by racio to the Bn which cleared the area at 1100 hourss The Bn moved into arca
vicinity of Falkenberg, Germany. At 1445 there was a meeting of all Battery
Comandors and briefed them on the situation and the coming events of the day.
B Commander and party departed the arca on reconnaissance giving the rest of
the Bn CSMO,at 1615, The move was made through hostile woods which contained
remnants of the Hungarian Army who were more than glad to see us. At one time
during the move it was necessary Lo strengtihen a bridge over which the Bn was
to pass, the Iungarians pitched 1*1 and worked like "eager beavers™ with the men
of the Dn 2nd it was not long beforc the bridge was completed and the ™n rolle
ing again, " Salutes were rendercdr Lo all passing vehicles by the Hungarians as
the Dn. pas.\Ld In the position in which the Pn closed at 1915, vieinity of
Rf.z_ndl;ﬁj arch was occupied Y remnants of Hungarian Artillery, The Fungarians
were vell established, The officers of the regiment were in full wnifoia, and
usc_pllno prevailed in the organization, The air was full of pomp and cerenony
at the meeting of the Bn Comuander and the Lt Colonel of the Tungariag, Artillery,
The n closed the above arsa at 1915 and 1930 a radio message from Group was

rccdvocl, CSMO, Bn Commander and party to report to Div Arty, Tlst Div ilo» orders.

t 1940 Bn Comuinder departed for Div Arty with the Btry Commanders on his heels,
o meet him at a sclected spot, The Bn Commander received his orders from Div
Artilley and joined the Btri- Cormanders at appointed place, departing for the
lendezvous area in the vieinity of Rothalmmster, Germany, picking billcis in
the towm, Rothalmunster is located very ncar the ‘ustrian horder
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3 May.1945 OBEZR~HOF, GERIANY D plus 331

After a few hours slcep, which has been few and far between for the last fow
days, duc to two night moves, the Bn commander and party were ordered to make reo-
connaissanee in the area of village of Ober-Hof, Germany. The Battalion rcecived
CSMO by radio and clearcd old arca at 1200. Theore was a complcte Bn sctup, but
there werc no rounds fireds The Bn S~2 was ordercd to make a preliminary rcconnaiss-
ancce of dam over the Inn River into Austria for a possible crossing sitc for the
Bne Bn S~2 rcturned with following rcport: the width of dam is 600 yards and the
thickness 819", There is a possible crossing site, but with the width of the trucks
of the howitzer scctions of the Bn being 812", it would be atight squecze, The movo
would be made in daylight, but a night move was definitcly oute At 1510 the Bn re~
ceived orders to fiormish 7 -2%; ton trucks to be used at the disposal of the X
Corpss The vehicles were to have driver and assistani~driver plus one maintenance
man and convoy officer. The vechicles and crcws were placed on a onc hour alert to
roport to Bn CP on calle At 1805 orders were received and the comvoy officer depar-
tcd under these, with convoy in towe Convoy officer was Lt Miller of Ucrvice Birye
At 2105, this date, Lt Scott returncd to the Bn for tcmporary duty.

L 2ay 1945 OBER~HOF, GaRHAITY D plus 332

. Battalion romained in position in vicinity of Ober-Hof with instructions that
Bn would remain in this arca until further noticce. The time has arrived that has
been long awaited, a chance to do a little stopping and a little restings It was
not long beforec there was washing on cvery line and all vehicles had their hoods
up, also, there were forms scen hanging over the fenders and feet showing from un—
der cach vchicle - some possibky slceeping but the majority busily cngaged in motor
maintenancc. The weather was bady there was plenty of badly necded maintenance to
be donc because of the rain and mud, but, in spitc of the incloment wicather, a maj-
o¥ity of the maintcnance was completcde In one of the nearby toims that had beon
taken, somo of the American Armed Forccs discovered that they had "liberabedh a
brevery with a large stock of Bohemian beer, The owner of the brewery was so jub-
ilant of thc¢ fact that the American Forees had arrived in time to provent the
Russians and other oppressed laborers from wrecking the brewery, that he opencd
his doors and nlaccd the beer at the disposal of the soldicers. This Bn also got
into line and received its share of thc browe

5 lay 1945 OBER-HOF, GERMATY D plus 333

Many distinguished visitors into CPs At 1055, Hajor Johnson, Air Officcr of
the XX Corps, arrived by air, bugsing the CP to warn of his arrival. before he
landed. There secmed to be quite a discussion in the CP between the Bn €0, the
Corps Alr Oificer, and the Bn Air Officer, Lt Smith. After the mecting, the Bn
Bn /iir Officcr sccmed to come out on tops becausc he had in his hand a ten day
lecave to the Rivicra in Southern srance (what a deal). However, he is cerbainly
worthy of thise Lt Smith has been acknowledged by the Third Amy as the lcading
Artillery Liaison Pilob in number of combat hours flowm. Coloncl Eastman, XX
Corps Artillery Exccutive Officcry, was also in the CP, enroute to visit €O, 20L4th
FA Group. At 12U5 the Bn CO reccived a call from the €O, DUth FA Gp to have all
Battory commanders of the Bn report to Gp CP at 1230, They were to travel in two
vehiclos and take their bedding rollse At 1430, Ly Smith departed Bn CP for ton
days on thc Rivicras. Therc were no missions fired this dabce
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6 iny 1945 OBZR-HOF, GER LY D plus 33k

Babtalion rcecived a eall from COs 20hth FA Gp, ordering inspcecuion of all
men in the Bn to determine shortages of clothing end cquipmente ‘tho shorbagoes
wiore to be turmed into Growp Hg and the Bn was to £ill up the shorbazes us
goon as possibles The inspection was started without delay by all hattoricss
At 1105 the Group Comonder visited the Bn on an inspection oi oll batbericss
The only comient of the inspeeting officer was that as far as ho could scoy
there had been a lot of work done in the Bny but there was still much bo be
donce The military courbesy was zoode At 1800 therc was a mecbing of all HCO's
of tho 8n called by the Comanding Officcrs The mecbing was in regard to the
wearing of the wniform by all moembors of the Bny the plans for the fuburgy ond
a rominder to 21l NCO's on the enforcing of discipline in the Bne AU 1900, there
was a formablon for the presentation of awards by the Group Comrandere The
formation was stood by all the NCO!S. Awards were proscnbed as follows: Award
of the Bronze Star liedal: Ly nixon, Lt Hoover, Lt villiams, CWO Hartvig, 1ot
Sgb (illman, T/Sgb Koons, S/5:b Farrery Sgb Gowan, 5gb Knelly Sgb Wilhite,

Cpl Ilavin, Cpl Gaylord, Cpl ¥, Hanseny Cpl Martine Purplc Hearbt Mcdcls: Capb
Longhamy Lt Ilood, Cpl Marhart, Pfe Crecden, Pic Durnse The presentabion was
followed by a speech given by the Group G0 complimenting all men standing dhe
formation on their spncarance. He also gave some clue of tho future of the Bi
and complimenbed the men of the Bn on their pasb record which is not cxeclled
in the ¥X Corps by any other Ine

T Nay 1945 ’ CBAR=HOF, GERMIT D plus 335

Peace has acbually como 4~ Luropej its all over but the shouting. The radio
has been giving oub the good necws all day, but the officisl word has not been
rceeoiveds Peace was not whab it might be smpecbed with the Satheliony it might
be imagined to consist of a greab deal of firing, the ring o a phone, and the
comiand "Ceasc Firingi, i#Pcace has beon declared"y bub such was not the casce
Tac Bn has had a 1ull the last fow days and the coming of peacc was just a-
nother day; mainbenance worl: went on as usuale The Bn was givon an arca to
scarch for a (iurman planc rcporbed shobt dovm in the arcoes the planc was deus-
cribed as being four-mobored and was Last seen in a steop crash divee Aren
was scarched by Bn Alr Sucbion, bub no covidence of planc was discovercds Mirst
sisn ol spring = somc of the boys were oub playing baseballe

8 wMay 1OL5 BUR-HOF, GERMANY D plus 336

With the coming of peacc therc is also the cowming of the treaining schoeds
ule-and tine Br's S5=3 was right on the balle On the 8th of the monvh, there
was a btraining schedule in the hands of all the Batbory Commanders who werg
all brying to decipher ite Most of the training consisted of cleaning and
carc of cquipment and materiel, mixed with a littlc competebive sportse 4G
1020 1o Bn received a call from the Group Commander that all Dabbolions
would sband a formation for the icaling of the order of the day from the CG,
T Corps Artillery and the officiagl announcement of the Cossabtion of ilostbil-
itilese ALl Datberies were to have guidons for the formation and Nabional and
Battalion colors werc to be displayeds With the cnding of this day there dalso
canc the official ending of the Buropean War (24007
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THUS WE CONCLUDE THE CO@RAT RACORD OF THA 20LTH FIELD ARTTLLERY
BATUALTON, THi OTH DAY oF MAY, 1945. LET US RBSOLVE TIAT WITH TE CONCLU~
SLOM OF HOSTILITIES IN THIS, THE BLOODIEST OF ALY, WARS, PHERE WILL DE THE
COICLUSION OF ALL CQMBAT RZICORDS 10 BE WRITTEN BY US OR OUR SUC S350RS.

* ViNT, VIDI, VINCI " - WE CAI(%, W& SAW, W& CONQUSRED, WE CAUI BECAUSE
ME WERE CQUPELLED TO CQME BY THE CALL OF HUMANTITY TO SAVE IT FRQM A NATION OF
TYRANTS, WE SAY WHY Wi WERE CALIED AND REALIZED W[V WE COULD PREVIOUSLY NOT
FULLY - COMPREHAND THE BATENT OF 1L CRTUZLTY TAuT WAS BEING ADMINISIZNED IN
4UROPE; THE REASON BELNG THAT THERE WERE {0 WORDS IN OUR OR AJY OUHEZR VOCAR-
ULARY TO DESCRIBE MATOUNTE, BUCHENWALD, OR OHRURUF. WS CONQUERED, BECAUSE
WE ARD A STUBNORN PEQPLE —~ W& LOVE PiACE, Wi CANNOT VISUALIZM CRUSLTY, AND
W& ARE HARD T0 MAXE ANGRY. BUY, ONCE AROUSED, W& DEVALOP DETERMILATION THAT
ANY COLBINATION OF HITLARS AND "V WEAPONS CANOP STEM, THIS, PLUS THE
WLI0W HOAY TTAT IS OUR (ERITAGE BROUGHT TO BUROPE THE BRIGHT DAWN OF A NEW
LAY, NOW WE MUST SES TUAT IT DOES HOT RAIN.

AS ON& LINK OF A MIGHUIY CHAIN, COGNIZANT OF THE FACT THAT A CUAIN IS
OHLY A3 STRONG A3 ITS WEAKEST LINK, THIS BATTALION ENTERED GOMBAT IN T &
EARLY DAY OF THIS CONFLICT AND WE HAVE STRIVAD TO DO ALL TIAT WAS IN OUR
FONER, NOV THAT THE ENEMY HAS DBIEN VANQUISHED, Wi [RE HAPPY Iil THE KN(We
LEDGE THAT WE HAVE ESTABLIGIED A FTHR OOMBAT RICORD, NOT TO DR SURPASSED BY
ANY OTHOR ARTILLERY ULILT.





